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The frieiid who has drawn up these Memorials 
was far more intimately acquainted with Mr 
Lewis Stuart than I was. But I knew him the 
last year of his life ; and, like others, could not 
fail to be struck with his fervour of spirit and his 
attractive manner. His companions had an en- 
thusiastic regard for him ; and all looked forward 
to his future career as likely to be a career of 
more than ordinary usefulness. But the Lord's 
ways are not our ways. 

This brief notice of him, and the letters in which 
he so solemnly and lovingly deals with souls, are 
published with the desire that thereby many 
may be provoked to like zealous efforts, and to 
cultivate the same constant fellowship with the 
Lord, in every walk of life. 

ANDREW A. BONAR, 

Minister of Finnieston Free Church, Glasgow. 
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FERVENT IN SPIRIT," 

OR 

MEMORIALS OF LEWIS S. STUART. 



I. 

Sntrobuction. 

" Full many a flower is bom to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air." 

^OT so with the subject of our sketch; for 
although his ruddy countenance was un- 
known to the multitude, and his pathetic voice 
unheard by the thousand, yet a spiritual fragrance 
breathed forth from his life of piety, which was 
inhaled by a large circle of the Lord's heritage. 
Happy were they who enjoyed the privilege of his 
friendship and the pleasure of his society. 
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His form has passed away from our eyes, his 
voice is hushed in the silence of death ; but the 
memories of our departed brother are fraught with 
all that is hallowed, and shall be so till we meet 
him in the coming glory. A lovely young flower 
he was, of God's own planting, and, consoling 
thought ! lovelier still he blooms in a fairer and 
more enduring clime. The burden of sorrow 
occasioned by his removal is heavy, and hard to 
be borne, but it is the Lord, and His will be done. 

The train of our thought at present is inviting ; 
but for the sake of the reader, who may be entirely 
unacquainted with the subject of these memorials, 
we shall pass at once to the details of his very 
transient yet interesting career. 



II. 

Earlier TDa^s. 

T EWIS SHAW STUART was bom of parents 
in ordinary circumstances, on the 9th of Sep- 
tember, 1859, in Aberlour, Banffshire, Scotland. 
This sweet village, sheltered by surrounding hills, 
is beautifully situated in the far-famed strath of the 
Spey, where this majestic river sweeps along. H ere 
he spent his boyhood, and looking back a few years, 
we can see him gamboling in youthful mirth on 
the banks of the river, roaming the silent woods, 
and climbing the green-clad hills. Here he 
received the usual rudimentary education, and 
distinguished himself as an apt scholar. When 
free from the tasks of school, he appears to have 
been a boy like other boys — ^fuU of glee and fond 
of youthful sports. In his home circle he was 

B 



lO MEMORIALS OF L. S. STUART. 

beloved by all for his winning manners and kind 
disposition. Obedience, honesty, and truthfulness, 
made him the Jacob of his mother. 

When fourteen years of age, we find him 
bidding farewell to the scenes of happy youth and 
entering Glasgow, where a situation awaited him 
in the Observatory which is connected with the 
University of that city. Although altogether 
moral at this p^ripd* yet Jiccof ding to his own 
confession, he knew nothing by experience of the 

fi9pvi^ing p^wier pf th^ Hoiy Qho9t How 
mopieptops 1$ .«u(^ ^ f:kmg^ in tfee history of a 
v^th! For, fre!5 frpm 9^ horae re^jaraintei, 
ft^red* pf ypms m^en, fe^uiled by th^ flam^y 
pf ^j^vf jjL^socii^e;?, ftud f^scin^Ofi^ by the g^ed§$ 
4)f <ity life, plwiog^ <iQsynw«^<l--^llw*r4. (But the 
Q94 pf Joseph ^i» willii the lad; for p^ hi$ 
ipijttjUM;^ »»te ihiB Dbs?ryiUiQry, he was thrown 
vi^ ffiuch into «ontapt wth ^ Clmstian s^deat, 
urho wsuTied hiip by gf^jitj^ word? and Kjopsistient 
W^k, tp nwJke ^r^ ^ salvatiop pf bi^ jspii 
3$rknis liipvghts regarding 9. coming eternity 
flW^e wijtbiw his mm4i deep d^3ire$ ftfter f^^l 
^ff^r^figc pf saJYatipsn ban>e4 witfw hi^ ^irf. J« 
1^^ J^te pf mw4 h(B W^njt (to hqar <^e pf |^ cijy 
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sakMlCers f^readi an evening di^cxHii^. Buiing 
tiie delfyety of asn eamea( ^evangciKcail semion, he 
WW led by the sigfat-gmog Spltit to see th^ 
Lamb of God agonis^g <mi the Ci^QSS for Idhe 

sin of his soul. S^rito^ anxiety <ief>aitQd, and 
the peace " which passeth all «»derstan^iig ** 
came. Now, the death of the Son of God was 
to him life, even life eternal. Now, the written 
word of the living God was not a dead letter, 
but the sword of the Spirit. The year 1874 
marked his translation from home to the great 
city, and the following year marked his 
translation from darkness into the "marvellous 
light." Henceforth he seeks to work for as well 
as hear of Christ. From the first he saw that 
direct work for the Master was to be found not 
in the pulpit only, or in the evangelistic meeting. 
At once, and at hand, he discovered an important 
sphere of labour, one in which the worker requires 
much of the Divine strength, namely : faithful 
dealing with his relatives in all his correspondence. 
The conversion of his soul witnessed the con- 
version of his pen, and its dedication to the cause 
of Christ. In almost every letter, "he reasoned 
of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
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come;" warning followed warning, app^ 
followed appeal. Truly, in his case the rfiOd 
became the father of the man; for when ^Jf^ 
lad, winningly and urgently he ^egan to ad^^ 
his parents? brothers, and sisters, as to their 
eternal interests. 



IIL 



COON after his conversion, he was led by t^^ 
^ Spirit of God to consider very seriously tne 
great and holy work of preaching the everlasting 
Gospel. With Christ as his king, he longed, li^ 
a loyal subject, to see His kingdom advancwu 
With that spirit of submission which charactensea 
him, he commenced to devote his leisure hours 
the study of the subjects which are .^^"^S 
embraced in a university curriculum. ^*:"° ,f„f 
in possession of little spare time, > \ '— ^de 
of Christian zeal and untiring energy, he ^^^ 
steady progress in the various ^'^^. ^' ei^ter 
gained such proficiency as enabled, nun 
upon the course with considerable credit. 
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At the age of eighteen he began his university 
career by taking a mathematical class. In 
common with many of our Scottish students, 
difficulties surrounded him on every hand. Well 
he knew the stem reality, that throughout all his 
course he would require to prove to a large extent 
his own bread-winner, as his parents, with a large 
and growing family, would not be in a position to 
render him much assistaince. He made the start 
however, with a heart prepsured for the weary 
journey, and with his souFs confidence placed in 
God who is faithful. 

Duriiigf the first se^sdon we find him attending 
tbe dass 'm the morning with the- gre^te^ 
regfuliarity, and to support himself, toiling there^ 
after for eight or nine hoars. By this laboiaT he 
was in possicssiioiii of Utile time fbr the worfe of his 
class. Oftcn^ very often, did he bum thi^ 
proverbial midnight oil, irti his inxiety to over- 
take the weekly exercises. This incessant toil 
did not pass unrewsfrded. Altfhough- an entin^ 
stranger to the students at the begitiiiifig of 
the sessiony it was otherwise to^^rds the 
close, when his ringing Voice became well- 
known for ready a^siwers to^ the oral cpiestior^ 
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In College, we ended our classes last Friday, and had die 
Principal's closing address to-day, along with the distribution of 
the prizes. 

I have obtained, though not a prize, a very high place in the 
Senior Latin. I was up among some of the prizemen in our 
first examination, but was slightly brought down in the second* 
Our Professor says, that this year the students have stood 
higher than in any former year since he became Professor. I 
have received from him this afternoon an excellent certificate. 

In the Greek class, I stood very high in our first general 
examination, but as the second came on about the same time 
as the Latin second, I, in my desire to obtain a good place in 
the Latin, gave less attention to the Greek, and was conse- 
quently brought down a little in the results of the examination. 
On the whole, I have obtained excellent places, considering 
that I wrought at the Observatory during all the Christmas 
holidays and whenever the work became lighter, as it usually 
does after examinations ; so that in the time when I ought to 
have been revising my class-work, I was otherwise closely 
engaged. 

Regarding that Edinburgh place which I was anxious to get, 
I never received any more word about it, and consequently 
concluded that I am not to get it ; that being the case, I went 
up to the Observatory yesterday and promised to stay till the 
ist of August I am to commence work on M<mday at 9 a.ni., 
and my hours are to be firom 9 a.m. to i p.m., and from 8 p.ixi. 
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to IX p. m. These hours are long and late, but as the summer 
is now coming in, I don't think there is any danger of injuring 
my health, as I have comparatively good health at present 
The above arrangement will allow me seven hours in the 
afternoon, which I will fill up by taking some recreation, and 
studying for four or five hours. ... I feel it a little, seeing 
all my companions going home to take recreation while I have 
to put on the harness; but as it is God Almighty's will, I 
humbly submit to it, and thank Him for leading me to College 
and for opening up my way as He has done, and for weaving 
my web of time with mercy and judgment Oh, how should I 
bless His name for leading me into the society of earnest 
Christian students, and by means of them, opening my eyes to 
see the glory and love of Christ! When I think of the 
sufferings of Christ and the love which led Him to endure them, 
I often wonder why it was that I did not see that love sooner, 
and yield myself to Him. How awfully strange it seems that 
people will still reject Him, notwithstanding His mercy and 
love! The awful fact shows clearly, that sin and Satan have so 
blunted the perception of the human heart, in its natural state, 
that it cannot see the majesty and love of the Son of God, 
and consequently cannot receive eternal life without Divine 
interference. In the plan of salvation, by the Redeemer's 
death, God has, in infinite mercy, made it so simple to man, 
that man, in his pride, rejects it as silly and ridiculous, and lit 
only for old wives, and hereby increases his guilt from the fact 
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6f God in taercy makhig k s6 simple. Wlien ^roci conipiite^dicf 
iwelation of €rod irkh His Citetion» you see that saine 
siMplicityy combined Iri^ iitfifiile tlisdoin, pervading die whole 
itevelation, which is so remarkable m the desigpfi and creaitbn of 
t6e UB^rse. 

Cod has made It ik> simple, " Believe on Christ and li^re,'^ 
tliat the rudest and most igitorant ean take it in and ful^ 
ifncferstand ks meaning ; mdeedy I have ofteM thought that» if 
it had not been so, it would have been inconsistent with the 
6ther actions of God in nature; 

1 was reading co^iay the life of the great poet Cowper, aiidf 
earner across the part that rekftes to his c6frversion to Chri^ 
He hdd gone' mad, and had tiied to commit suicide in sevend 
ways ; he thought eternal tengeaftce was his lot, and Was ready 
ta seke 1^ soul ; at last he was bought t& a mad-house in 
Lotfdon, and after being ^re for several months, he Was 
sitting one day at a window, and seeing a Bible lying in it, he 
seized and opened k suddenly, atn! the first thing his eye 
caught wa^ *^ Whom Godf hath set fonlh to be a propitisftlbnf 
through fakh in His bloody fo declare His ri^eousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
God." fRom- ill 25). Cowper immediately saw the Suf- 
ficiency of the atonement Christ had made, and found that his 
pardon was sealed in the blood df Chrii^ From that momait 
he was delivered from madness, jind he wept With gratitude ^ind 
joy ; and he says, thait tears w^ie i^eady to flow whenever he 
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mentioded tlie ttame of Jesus. Novr, I tkmk, when podr 
Cowper was redeem^ bf believing in Jesus, tSiere is hope for 
even the tilest sinner ; and the '''fountsdnfiUed with Uoody' whkih 
he sang of^ is sufficient to cleanse any sinner, and this &ct 
should never let ns despair of the woiM sinners oonveision 
£rom Sataui' to Christ 

I must now be dnrt^ing to* a dose I sincerely hope and 
trust that this will fihd you all- in good health; and, oh that it 
might find you all in safety in> the ''Rock of Ages 'M . . . 

The weather here has been most beatitUul for die last month; 
in fact, it has been like weaidier in June. And (^, how thank- 
ftil ought I to be for the mild weather 1 for if the frost had been 
so severe tihis winter as it was the last, I dont kak>w how I 
would have got through it with my cough. 

Since our final examination, about nine days ago, I have been 
taking it very gently^ and have been walking a good deal in the 
country; and how beautiful and refreshing everything seems. 
My companion and I took a walk out a good long way on 
Tuesday, and we heard, for the first time this year, a lark sing- 
ing. It sent a thrill through my soul and brought me back to 
the fields at home. All nature seems more beautiful to the 
Christian when he reflects that it was Christ, his own personal 
Saviour, who made it all ; and when he remembers, too, tliat 
the glory of the terrestrial cannot be compared with the celestial 
glory in the presence of God Almighty. Even in the most 
beautiful country village, there is the silent churchyard, which 
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clearly points to sin s^nd death, and sorrow and weeping. The 
very fact of it being the destined resting-place of all who are in 
vigorous, active life, who seem to enjoy all the pleasures of the 
world and sin, is sufficient to mar their enjoyment, and make 
them sigh. How dark, indeed, would the grave and the unseen 
world be, were it not for Christ ! But He, in love and infinite 
mercy, has given the poor wanderer a hope beyond the grave, 
if he only will believe on His name. What is the death of 
those who have no hope, and who have in this world lived in 
sin and opposition to Jesus? The hatred and vengeance of 
eternal justice will be their lot Oh, how awful ! 

May God draw every one of us and hide us from eternal 
wrath, is the earnest prayer of your most affectionate son, . 

Lewis S. Stuart. 

Now, while our attention is occupied with a 
sketch of his career, we must remember that the 
principal object in view is not to follow the foot- 
steps of a rising student, but of an enthusiastic 
Christian. In order that we may accomplish our 
task in a manner profitable to the reader, we shall 
endeavour to portray, with a faithfulness free from 
exaggeration, a few outstanding features of his 
religious character. 



IV. 

Condcientiou0ne00 in Xuaineaa Butiea. 



"CERVANTS, obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh ; not with eyeservice, as 
men-pleasers ; but in singleness of heart, fearing 
God ; and whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord, and not unto men ; knowing that of the 
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance ; 
for ye serve the Lord Christ" (Col. iii. 22-24). 
The spirit of these words permeated his soul, and 
their meaning found expression in the action of his 
life. His service to man was sweetened by the 
assurance that it was service to God. Alas ! how 
many nsune the holy name of Christ, and never 
seek to depart from the transgressions of unfaith- 
ful service. They live as if the all-seeing God had 
only an eye for the Sabbath, or the sanctuary, and 
none for unflinching honesty in the business of the 
week. Why is there not more convincing power 
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going forth from the profession of Christianity ? 
The answer will be found in the prevailing con- 
formity to the sophistry of a deceiving world. 
Although the wicked may spread " himself like a 
green bay-tree," nevertheless, right in the duties of 
life will finally prove might. It was so in the case 
ofour young £riend ; for ^hortiy' be&sro ihe f>eijiod 
of his death, we find him entrusted by his employer 
widi the entire charge of the Observatory. Great 
responsibilities devolved upon hioi, yet in this 
c^hairge he received the uti»ost oonfidence. 
Sur^yihis isa noble testimony to Christian fiddity^ 
which dem^ds the seiious <x)n$iderattiQn of ^ 
win) are about to begin the batde of iife. Yi^ereia 
lies the secret of the confidence whidi he .receiyed? 
We rep}y, in his intense desire for the gloiy of iGod. 
It was his belief, though not cofotinua^ly expressed^ 
that tiie uii£authfulne8S of a Christian to am earthly 
utaster wiN bring disgrace on the religion of Oirisl; 
and wiU ^tr^engthen any pr^wtioes vrbkh jfluiy 
exist in tihe mind of ^tn tmbdiever. H^ -th^elbr^ 
jBo^ig^tto '* adorn the4octnftne of <jrod our Saviiour,'* 
ifhile emgaug^ in the service of a supeno/. 

Profass(H* Grwt, of Glasgow Umwsity, has 
kin«By liimi^ied an interesting tett^qr, tracing bis 



^3 

coiHiectiOfi wkh the CMbservatery, wfiicfc will ftflly 
confirm and stippilement Ae observations we have 
made regarding^ hi^ laitSifulness in die discharge 
of duties : — 

You haye fequested me to coxmnttnicate to you ^omt la€C$ 
which have come widiin my knowledge respecting 1^ late 1^ 
Lewis Stuart, wliose untimely fate has been so deeply defidored 
by aU his iHends and acquaintance 

Lewis first entered the Observatoiy in Octc^r, r8f 4. He 
was then only fourteen years of age. He was recommended 
to me by my friend, the Rev. Dr <SeUaf , of Abeiiour, to whom 
I had applied for his good offices in piocuring for me 9, youth 
to act in the capacity of a jumor clerk in the Observatory. I 
may state, howevar, that my intentions respecting him went 
beyond this. I enteitained the hope that if he ^chlbited a 
mental inclination towards scient^ studies, his training would 
assume « higher foim than if he continued to be employed 
exclusively in dcrnig the soit of work for which 'he was ^)edalLy 
engaged In this hope I was not disappointed. He soon 
exhibited indications of good natiHal endowments, combine^ 
with an earnestness in his wodc, ismd a quiet, orderly conduct; 
whidi led me to form a very &voufafcAe expectation of liis toure 
career. He therefore soon commenced a course of instruoCioB in 
tfie scientific work of 4ie Observat^7» in wfiidi hecoiMimiQd to 
inakesteady pr<^^(«e8d«4ngthewbole«enn of hiseagagfemrat 
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In November 1877, Mr Stuart entered the University with my 
sanction, although his engagement at the Observatory did not 
terminate until the month of October in the following year. As 
his time was mainly occupied in fulfilling his engagement at the 
Observatory, it was arranged that he should confine himself 
during this, the first year of his university studies, solely to 
attending the Junior Class of Mathematics. During the session 
of 1878-79, he had quitted the Observatory and was now an 
ardent student ; but I may remark that his connection with the 
Observatory continued to exist until his death. At the 
expiration of his engagement with me, I offered to receive him 
at the Observatory always, when he had a little leisure time at 
his disposal ; it might be for a week or a day, or not more than 
a couple of hours — ^the remuneration being proportioned to the 
time of service. This arrangement I proposed to him as the 
only one which would enable me to aid him in his studies; and 
it was gladly accepted by him. At the dose of the session of 
1878-79, he felt that his health was impaired, and he went home 
to his parents in Aberlour, with whom he resided for several 
months. Towards the close of September 1879, ^ ^^ ^ letter 
from him, in which he mentioned that his health was quite 
restored, that he was about to return to Glasgow, and that he 
would be glad to be occupied at the Observatory during the 
month of October. Thii^ request I cordially acceded to. 

During th^ sess^n of 1879-90, Mr Stuart was in the habit 
of filling up. a leisufe hour> UQVfk time to time, with work at the 
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Obseivatory. At the close of the session, he commenced 
working here for several hours daily. This arrangement con- 
tinued till the end of July, when he went home to Aberlour, 
intending to reside for a couple of months with his parents. 
When bidding him good-bye, I said to him, "Now Lewis, when 
you return to Glasgow, this place is always open to you any 
time that it suits you to come/' 

A few days after Mr Stuart left Glasgow, I had occasion to 
write to him respecting a bursary for which he had contemplated 
becoming a candidate, but for which, being a three year's 
student, he was not quite sure whether he would be eligible. 
Having consulted my friend. Professor Stewart, the Clerk of 
Senate, on the matter, he informed me that for the reason I 
have just stated, Mr Stuart could not be a candidate. He 
remarked, however, that one of the Exchequer Bursaries was 
then vacant, and he added, that if I stated Mr Stuart's case to 
the Senate (with whom the appointment practically lay), he 
might probably obtain it. In my letter to Mr Stuart I referred 
to this bursary, wishing to know whether he would like to 
become an applicant for it His letter in reply is not now at 
hand, but if I remember rightly, it was dated on the Monday 
previous to his decease. He mentioned that he would feel in- 
debted to me if I used my friendly offices in the matter of the 
vacant bursary. This was all the information which I required. 
On the following Saturday I received a telegram from Dr Sellar, 
informing me of the mournful intelligence of his untimely death. 
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I need scarcely express to you how much I was shocked 
by this announcement I had watched over his career with 
increasing interest from the time of his entering the Observatory, 
and he had become so thoroughly identified with this 
establishment, that he was mourned by myself and the 
assistants, not only as a dear friend, but as one of ourselves, 
who was suddenly taken away from the midst of us. 

The conduct of Mr Stuart during the entire period of his 
connection with the Observatory, that is, from 1874 till the time 
of his death, was uniformly satisfactory. He possessed 
excellent natural abilities, and approved himself on all occasions 
to be assiduous and earnest in his work. He had acquired a 
sound practical acquaintance with much of Observatory 
processes, whether astronomical or meteorological, and I was led 
to entertain a high opinion of his trustworthiness and honourable 
conduct. When I went to the country for a few weeks last 
summer, I unhesitatingly assigned to him the entire charge 
of the Observatory in my absence. 

He was of a gentle and loving disposition He had 
obvious difficulties to contend with as a student, but he met 
them with a resoluteness of spirit and a self-<ienial which was 
worthy of the highest admiration. I had hoped that in due 
time he would attain a position of honour and usefulness in the 
world, but alas ! God in His inscrutable providence has 
ordered otherwise. 



Self-^renunciation anb full acceptance of 

tbe Savfoun 

T N his case, this high attainment was not reached 
in an hour, but was the result of a spiritual 
development The marvellous progress which he 
made m the Christian life, unknown to himself^ 
exemplified obedience to the exhortation of Peter, 
"Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." In the mirror 
of God's truth he beheld his own natural heart, 
not to admire, but rather to abhor. When Job 
saw the Lord very near, he repented in dust and 
ashes. Paul, again, when reasoning about the 
law in the members warring against the law in the 
mind, exclaims, '^O wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death ? 
I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So 
then, with the mind, I myself serve the law of 
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God ; but with the flesh, the law of sin." Rom. 
vii. 24, 25. 

Many an humble and genuine-hearted believer 
has his soul robbed of joy and peace, by not 
apprehending clearly his twofold nature. He 
questions very seriously the reality of his con- 
version to God, when he realises the powers of 
evil making war against the holy aspirations of his 
soul. Whereas, this very struggle is a clear proof 
of the inward change. The warriors on this great 
battlefield "wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places." Eph. vi. 12. 

Our glorified brother gained a remarkable 
knowledge of that heart which *' is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked." Knowing 
this, he used well the pruning-knife of private 
examination, ever seeking to uproot the spreading 
weed of self-satisfaction. Need we wonder that 
the rare flower of humility grew so beautifully in 
the garden of his soul ? In prayer, his continual 
cry was, "Lord, give us the humility of Jesus." 
Self he renounced as having no righteousness, 
Christ he embraced as his all and in all. 
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While reading such a biography as this, the 
question frequently forces itself into the mind, 
Did this individual attain perfection ? In the 
instance before us, we at once say. No. He utterly 
rejected the idea of being perfect in himself. In 
his thoughts, words, and actions, he found much 
to humble him. An observer could not fail to see, 
that impulsiveness of temperament occasionally 
caused him great sorrow. Deep melancholy, too, 
sometimes spread its dark mantle over his mind, 
constraining him to sigh, even in circumstances 
where the opposite might have been expected. 
Against these and other frailties of our humanity, 
he had to guard, and from them seek deliverance. 
A few days before his call from earth to heaven, he 
penned a letter to one of his college companions, 
which will show how he viewed himself, in a way far 
more clearly and completely than all the word- 
painting we could possibly employ. Here it is : — 

Aberlour, August i6th, 1880. 
My dear Friend and Brother, 

I feel constrained to write you a few lines to-night before 

going into bed, to let you know how the Lord has been dealing 

with me, so far as my sinful heart allowed the operations of 

His Holy Spirit in my souL 
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In my journey homewards, I had the presence of God to 
some extent, and was led by Him to distribute a few tracts, and 
speak to some of my fellow-passengers about their souls and 
Christ Most were indifferent, and others mocked and sneered ; 
yet it was very encouraging to meet with a young Christian, in 
these circumstances, who had been brought into the fold 

through Mr M*Q 's meetings at Perth. On the Highland 

Railway, I met with a truly anxious woman, and had a blessing 
in speaking to her about the love and atonement of Christ, and 
I trust she saw the light that dispels the darkness of the souL 
Since my arrival here, I have met with no striking instance of 
anxiety. In private conversation with individuals whom I 
meet, there is some surprise manifested at the doctrine of 
conversion to Christ and the new-birth ; yet they usually admit 
the truth and necessity of it ; but alas ! few, very few, seem to 

have experienced what it is in their own souls, 

Oh ! remember me in your prayers, that I may be kept at the 
feet of Jesus, and enabled to manifest the power of His Gospel 
in my life and conversation. 

In my wanderings among the woods and dales, I am often 
downcast and sad, and find little relief but in pouring out my 
soul to God for His presence and grace. When sitting by the 
river side, it is sweet to meditate on the " pure river of water of 
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb." And God often, in mercy, lets a poor worm 
hold communion with Himself through Jesus. The subject of 
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my work in future life, and of the call to preach and work in 
God's vineyard, has been occupying my thoughts of late very 
much. And I often pray that God would make it clear to me 
whether I am called to preach or not. The responsibility 
which devolves upon the minister of Christ is so great, that I 
am ready to shrink from it ; not from a dislike to work in the 
vineyard of Jesus, but from a sense of unfitness to bear tidings 
of mercy and love to souls, arising from the desperate wickedness 
and corruption of my heart 

If it is His will to call me to preach, oh ! may He purify me 
with the blood of Christ, and sanctify me through His word, so 
that I may be " faithful unto death." Be pleased, when you 
write, to give me your own convictions regarding these awfully 
important matters. It sometimes appears to me in this light, 
that, if we unreservedly offer ourselves to God to go and do 
what He wills, He will give us the needed grace and strength. 

I had a letter from Mr I^ , and I trust he will pay us 

a visit, with the intention of holding meetings. Remember us 
earnestly in this matter, that we may be blessed to the glorj- 
of God. 

To turn my thoughts to Glasgow. How are the meetings 
going on? Is there work being done for Christ in the 
salvation of souls at them? I hope the Sabbath evening 
meeting is still going on, and that the Lord is blessing it, and 
also the other meetings in Partick and elsewhere. 

I am recruiting strength rapidly here, and have had blessing 
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in the perusal of Dr Mackay's " Grace and Truth " and other 
books, especially the Word of our God ; so that I expect to 
come back stronger in body on account of the pure air and 
change of food, etc. ; and stronger in soul, on account of the 
longer time I have got for studying and meditating on the Bible. 

An old book, which Miss G gave me, has been the 

means of great blessing. I have rarely read anything like it ; 
it is entitled, " The life of God in the soul of man," written 
over two hundred years ago. I was led to read it by noticing 
in the " Life of George Whitfield," that John Wesley had given 
it to Mr Whitfield, and that it became the means of showing him 
what true religion was. 

I have not done very much study yet : my mother would 
not allow me to sit in the house for the first fortnight, but kept 
me out in the fields for the benefit of my health ; and I am glad 
she has done so, as I feel a great improvement already. 

My present study is French and the Greek Testament, which 
I find very interesting ; along with some general books, one of 
which is the " Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation," by an 

American I must now conclude in desiring you 

to remember me very kindly to all the workers 

Write soon, at your earliest convenience ; trusting you are well 
and getting on well with your studies, I remain. 

Yours ever in the Lord, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



VI. 

Spiritual warmtb in tbc mi^0t of bar^ 

mental toiL 

'T'HE work of the University is condemned by 
many good Christians, on the ground that it 
lowers the spiritual life of some who enter with a 
living faith, and who are enthusiastic in the work 
of the vineyard. A devoted evangelist used to 
warn divinity students against the danger of 
crucifying Christ between Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin. While in no way seeking to deny the 
existence of this danger, we would ask, may not 
the Christian merchant in like manner lose sight 
of his risen Master, by an over-anxiety for the 
success of his business ? In all the vocations and 
circumstances of life, are there not influences which 
tend to bring the converted soul into a state of 
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apathy ? Have we not seen an earnest Christian 
take upon himself the responsibilities of a business, 
and slowly, yet surely, become a conspicuous drone 
in the hive of soul- winners ? Have we not known 
a believer to rise in the wealth of the world, and 
then fall in the riches of grace ? Have we never 
heard of a Gospel preacher catching the dangerous 
wind of popularity, soon to find himself engulfed 
in the eddies of some whirlpool ? We have. Is 
business, therefore, which is necessary for our 
sustenance, to be condemned because some 
Christian becomes worldly ? Is " getting on " in 
life, which means " God blessing," to be despised 
on the part of one believer because another fondles 
his gifts, and greatly forgets the Giver ? Is the 
preaching of the Gospel, which is God-ordained, 
to be disputed, because a novice gets uplifted, and 
errs therein ? Surely not. Then why all this 
lamentation over a course of study ? When a 
Christian engaged in any lawful calling finds the 
ardour of his soul falling in the balance, whether 
ought he to blame his surroundings or himself.^ 
Himself undoubtedly. 

Our dear fellow-student was a manly Christian, 
" a hero in the strife," one who believed firmly in 
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the sustaining grace of Almighty God. In the 
midst of his studies he feared no pernicious 
influence, so long as the Scriptures lay upon the 
table, or so long as he could find the fellowship 
of warm-hearted believers. In the arduous work 
of College he sought, by prayer and supplication, 
the presence of God. Hence, as a student success 
attended him, and as a Christian the fire of God 
burned within. 

The question may arise : How did the inward 
life manifest itself.** In deep yearning for the 
salvation of men, especially for the eternal welfare 
of his own kindred. He did not only yearn deeply 
and pray fervently for the power of the Gospel to 
lay hold of the hearts of men, but he also laboured 
earnestly for the glory of God and the highest 
interests of our fallen race. In the Sabbath 
school, he was a teacher who sought to bring the* 
little ones into the fold of the good Shepherd. In 
various meetings for young people his addresses 
•were much appreciated, and we believe owned of 
God, and in a number of evangelistic and mission 
meetings throughout the city and surrounding 
country, his voice was becoming known. Week 
after week he engaged in the despised work of 
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Street-preaching, and in love frequently entreated 
the lingering traveller to be reconciled unto God. 

As a preparation for these labours, he fed the 
inner man by meditation upon the Law of the 
Lord and the Gospel of His grace. He attended 
the University prayer-meeting, a students' Satur- 
day evening fellowship meeting, and the young 
men's Sabbath morning meeting which is 
connected with the Finnieston Free Church. 
Thankful to God, and with much profit to his soul, 
he waited upon the faithful ministry of Dr A. A. 
Bonar, the respected pastor of that congregation. 

To give a fuller insight into the warmth of his 
heart, the enthusiasm of his nature, and, in short, 
the whole character of his practical Christianity, we 
place before the reader a comprehensive tribute 
from the pen of Mr D. M*Callum, student: — 

'* It gives me real pleasure to contribute an 
article to the memory of our much-loved brother 
in Christ. I do not remember where we met 
first, but it was either at the University prayer 
meeting, or at the Sabbath morning fellowship 
meeting at the Finnieston branch of the Glasgow 
Y.M.C.A. This would be early in the session of 
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1878-79. With that peculiar bond which is the 
twin-sister of the Great Mystery (i Tim., iii. i6), 
we were drawn together into the communion of a 
living faith. Fellowship became the parent of a 
warm friendship ; regard developed into love ; and 
speaking the truth therein, we were indeed growing 
up into Him in all things, who is the Head, even 
Christ. (Eph. iv. 1 5). Our friendship gradually 
became deeper, and when he left for home, about 
May, 1879, I felt, as we grasped each other's hand 
one Sabbath morning and exchanged earnest 
wishes before parting, that a real brother was 
going from us. He looked so ill then, that I did 
not think he would return to another session's 
work. But when he came forward with smiling 
face to salute me, on his return in October of that 
year, it was evident that his native air had greatly 
benefited him. A stamp of freshness had sup- 
planted the sickly expression he had earlier in the 
year, and gave promise of the power of endurance 
for the fatiguing labour of his third session. 
Nearly four months of it had passed before we 
became close companions. For some weeks it 
had been in my heart to begin a Gospel meeting, 
and several students had been invited to join in 
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the work. Well do I remember on mentioning it 
among a little group of believers, of whom he was 
one, how his face lit up with pleasure as he readily 
assented to the proposal, and sought to persuade 
the others to throw in their lot with us. From 
that time till he left Glasgow, in July, 1880, we 
were frequently together, and one had repeated 
opportunities of noticing how deeply he drew water 
out of " the wells of salvation/' 

There are few seasons in the experience of 
young believers so important as when they grasp 
the fact that they have been turned to God for a 
purpose, and feel for the first time the need of 
earnestness in spiritual things. He had realised 
this in an uncommon degree. Intensity of pur- 
pose had become one of his striking characteristics. 
At every fellowship meeting, his remarks were 
most acceptable. Throwing himself heartily into 
the spirit of communion, he would drink in eagerly 
what was said by others, and comment upon the 
passages under meditation in such an intelltgent 
manner, as to shew plainly that the Truth had 
found a resting-place in his heart. The devotional 
spirit in which such comments were made, and the 
intense reverence manifested for God when he 
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engaged in audible prayer, impressed me very 
deeply. I felt that there was reality in his words ; 
the true breathings of his soul ; that a person was 
speaking to a Person ; and that the meeting was 
borne on the wings of a simple, but mighty faith, 
to the Throne of Grace. More the pouring out 
of the soul than the utterance of the head, his 
prayers were followed by the Divine blessing. 
The conviction that earnestness must characterise 
the Christian in his life, and reproof for want of it 
in the past, came home to many of us. 

His religion was more than Sunday clothes; it 
was a garment he wore all the week. Thus, when 
the summer came in, and recreation was united 
with Christian work, in going to preach and sing 
the gospel in country places, he was eager to be 
one of our number, and earnest both in speaking 
the truth and beseeching obedience to it. Not 
only was he sincere in purpose himself, but very 
quick in perceiving it in others. When on our 

way to Y , a village on the Clyde, he bought 

the sermon on "Hell," by Mr Macleod of 
Carnwath, and gave it me to read aloud as we 
walked. It impressed him very deeply then, and 
perhaps gave rise to some thoughts he expressed 
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there in preaching soon after. Similariy he 
imbibed the spirit of David Brainerd and Henry 
Marty n, in the perusal of their biographies. He 
had the deepest admiration for the devotion 
of these men, and would sometimes detain his 
friends an hour or two while he read passages 
from their lives, shewing their self-sacrifice and 
felt need of prayer ; as if desirous of infusing into 
others a like regard to that he had himself. The 
words : " Be earnest, be earnest ! don't trifle, don't 
trifle!" suggested to Mr Simeon's mind by the 
picture of Henry Martyn on his study w:all, and 
Mr Simeon's reply : " Yes, I will be in earnest ; I 
will, I will be in earnest ; I will not trifle, for souls 
are perishing, and Jesus is to be glorified," seem to 
have been written in indelible letters on his soul, 
and to have greatly affected his life. 

The immediate result of his own devotion upon 
those who met him privately, was to stir up in 
them the desire to cultivate his acquaintance; 
while to those with whom he was closely connected 
in active Christian work, it was an incentive to 
renewed effort. 

His faith was individual — direct. Working in 
harmony with his fellowJabourers, he seemed ever 



SPIRITUAL WARMTH. 4I 

to remember, that God alone could give true 
spiritual vigour; and feeling his need of this, 
looked straight away to Him for it. The result 
and proof of this came out in his willingness to 
speaic at any time. There was no halting between 
two opinions ; and if he was not so well prepared 
as he desired, he would cast the burden on the 
Lord. Thus going forward, he was invariably 
helped. Always before speaking, silent prayer 
arose from his heart. Sometimes he would draw 
the whole meeting to prayer, and afterwards 
address it with the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Then there was an awe spread over the audience ; 
the earnestness of his manner and words attracted 
the attention of passers-by, and held them under 
the spell of an unseen power. That a youth, 
without much experience with the sin that is in 
the world, was enabled to arrest and hold the 
attention of strong men and women, upon the 
glorious but much-rejected theme of God's 
salvation for sinners through Christ, is surely 
evidence that Jehovah still speaks through men, 
and a strong reproof of the spirit so prevalent in 
our time, that persistently refuses to believe in 
superhuman aid being given to gospel-preachers. 
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Steadfastness was another pleasing feature in 
his Christian life. His attendance on the work 
was very regular, and this indicates the interest he 
had in it. Only one link prevents it being an 
unbroken chain ; and this absence was owing to a 
call to address some children in the country. The 
leadership of the out-door work naturally devolved 
upon myself ; but on leaving for home for a few 
weeks, I felt I could safely leave it in his care. 
On being asked to conduct the meetings, he felt 
the burden and his own weakness deeply. But 
this was only the forerunner of that strength which 
is the believer's portion. Having come in faith 
to its Giver, he could write testifying to the power 
he had received, unexpected help from others, and 
encouragement given to all the workers by the 
numbers of people who gathered to hear "the glad 
sound." In the same spirit he laboured to the 
last. 

Ever ready, so far as we know, to testify before 
men to the wondrous grace of God in Christ — " the 
dying love of Jesus," as he often called it — he 
has left an example for us who are still in the 
battle-field, which following, we shall please our 
Master, and at the . same time receive great 
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blessing to our own souls. His last night with us 
— 2L Sabbath night — •deserves special notice, as 
manifesting intense solicitude for the ingathering 
of the lost, and because an incident he then 
related, resembles in some aspects the circum- 
stances of his own departure. Directing the 
attention of his hearers to the words, " Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold, and 
see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow 
which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath 
afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger," 
Lam. i. 12; he dwelt on the sufferings of the 
** Man of sorrows " on behalf of sinners; how God 
had called upon the sword to awake and smite the 
Man who was His fellow ; how His endurance of 
this many-edged sword had brought salvation 
within the reach of all ; and then, in view of the 
disregard manifested to this — the Gospel call — 
applied the question of his text, and spoke of the 
sin of rejecting Christ. His fellow- workers will 
never forget that night. His whole manner, both 
in pathos of utterance, and in every movement of 
hand and limb, was a sufficient testimony to his 
reality of purpose. His face bore the impress of 
the fire that burned in his heart ; for with flashing 
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eye and yearning tone he besought his hearers 
to be reconciled to God. We had both spoken, 
and with the others were singing a hymn, 
when on seeiiig that the people stood and 
were being joined by new-comers, he expressed 
the desire to give them another invitation 
to Jesus. The opportunity being readily 
granted, he related a sad incident of a 
young man of his acquaintance who was a good 
horseman, but had, in a state of intoxication, 
ridden into the river at his home and been 
drowned. Drawing from this the lesson of the 
danger of being unprepared for "the great 
change," he said, with a glance towards his 
companions, "We may never meet here again." 
Then addressing the by-standers, he added, " It is 
certain we shall not all meet here again ; " and 
pressed upon them the necessity of closing with 
God's offer of mercy, by deciding to accept Christ 
without delay. Little did he or we then think 
that he was thus indicating the manner in which 
his earthly career would close. 

His private life bore even more powerful testi- 
mony to the depth of his piety. Its striking 
feature was, his constant desire to have Christ set be- 
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fore him. " How is my heart affected toward Jesus 
to-day ? " seems to have been the thermometer to 
which he looked for the indication of his spiritual 
state. And if it indicated a fall towards freezing 
point, he had no rest ; he would not be content 
apart from Him whom he felt to be the feast of 
his soul. He knew the prophet's lament (Isa. Ixiv. 
7), and had learnt to stir himself up to take hold 
of the Lord. If he was not conscious of God's 
presence, he instantly blamed himself for coldness. 
At such times he often got what he needed, 
through the word of testimony spoken by another 
witness ; then he was not slow to join in fellowship, 
and soon felt the warming influence of God's love 
when it was thus applied to his heart. And so, 
under a deep sense of Divine love, he saw the 
propriety of being conformed to God. The 
sanctified atmosphere in which he, with so much 
success, ever sought to live, was but the natural 
result of a habit of soul, which evinced a clear and 
growing perception of Atonement by the blood 
of Jesus. On this he delighted to dwell ; this 
was the fixed centre around which his whole life 
revolved. Speaking one day of his astronomical 
observations, he remarked how deeply he had been 
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impressed, through them, with the glory and 
majesty of God in their creation. " But," he added, 
" when I think of God in grace, sending His Son 
as an atoning sacriiice, all these sink into insigni- 
ficance ; and I see in Christ a far greater 
exhibition of Divine glory, a wonder which 
transcends that of the heavenly bodies." When 
walking in the evening, he would often burst forth 
into transports of joy at ** the declaration of God's 
handiwork in the heavens," only to be followed by 
the uttered perception of the infinite superiority of 
Jesus. 

He was the Christian everywhere ; in his 
lodgings, in his walk and conversation, in his 
classes, and at his home-studies. He was truly 
spiritual-minded ; and although he recognised the 
necessity of conversation not directly spiritual, he 
did not allow himself to be carried away by it, but 
ever sought to keep the reality of eternal things 
steadily m view. *' A few minutes' conversation 
concerning class-work," as a fellow-student re- 
marked, "sufficed;" he would then strike into some 
vein of Scripture truth which had lately exercised 
his soul, lead to his favourite theme of the dignity of 
Christ, or speak of some branch of Christian work. 



SPIRITUAL WARMTH. 47 

I believe he did the same, more or less, wherever 
he went. 

The prophet who said, " Blessed are ye that 
sow beside all waters," pointed out a fruitful source 
of real joy. Our dear brother knew something 
of this. His friends were impressed by his love 
to souls, as seen by his manner in conversation. 
By kindly dealing he sought to point sinners to 
" the healing stream." One remarks : " he would 
go out of his way to win souls." His sympathies 
were drawn out, anywhere and everywhere, to 
those who loved the name of Jesus. And so we 
find him here and there, interesting himself in all 
the Church's work. This comes out in his letters. 
We saw it in his way of dealing with people in 
the mission-hall, the hospital, and the street. He 
had a keen perception of Divine justice and the 
guilt of sin, and to this may be attributed the 
earnestness of his purpose and work. Hence, 
when on one occasion he went to the meeting 
place of that section of the church known as " the 
Salvation Army," he was not carried away by the 
excitement of the scene, 6r the novelty of their style 
of work, but busied himself to find out and speak 
to the anxious among the audience. On the anni- 
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versary of the Queen's birthday, in 1879, he did 
not forget the work of the King of Rulers. 
While taking a walk with a friend in the city, he 
stayed for some time conversing with one of the 
blind men who read the Scriptures in our streets, 
regarding his soul ; and after requesting him to 
read one of the chapters which recount our Lord's 
dealings with blind men, gave him the pecuniary 
aid needed. Willing to go outside the camp bear- 
ing his Master's reproach, he was not ashamed — 
when visiting a Christian brother — to go through 
the village where this friend resides, with a bell, 
which he rang while his friend announced the 
meetings, in the hope of stirring up the people to 
concern about their souls. On another occasion, 
at the same place, he used the opportunity afforded 
while taking a drive, to speak with the driver 
regarding the " great salvation." 

We have heard of ministers advising students 
not to attempt preaching the Word until they have 
passed through the Divinity Hall. I f our friend had 
acted according to such counsel, we, the church, 
and the world would have been without his 
testimony to the grace of God ; weaker brethren, 
who, by his example, have been stimulated to 
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renewed perseverance in the journey Z ion wards, 
might have remained in apathy concerning the 
" working out of their own salvation ; " and the 
ears of perverted ones, who seek their pleasure 
along our city highways, would have caught one 
voice less urging them, with vehement earnestness, 
to "flee for refuge to the hope set before them in 
the gospel." We fear too few students enter the 
lists to cope with the enemy ; but there is too much 
to do for all to be idle. One day, in walking to- 
gether, we spoke of the coldness of many students 
towards active Christian work, and their unconcern 
for the progress of Christ's kingdom. Speaking of 
those who prosecute a long course of study, cal- 
culating upon things continuing as they are, and 
so determining not to preach until its termination, 
the remark was made, " Suppose the Lord should 
come before their course is finished, they would 
then have no direct work done for Him." 
Pressing my arm, he said, with perhaps more than 
his usual earnestness : " Ay ! how earnestly we 
ought to work now, that we may have something 
done for Him when He comes!" This work in 
which he took part, did not lessen his interest in 
his other work, but gave him a new motive 
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to be more faithful in all that was placed under 
his care. 

Willing to glorify God, he would take us over 
the whole course of his converted life, and tell us 
how God had made him feel his soul's drought, 
invited him to the Water of Life (Rev. xxii. 1 7), 
and slaked his thirst when he stooped before, and 
drank from, the Smitten Rock, (i Cor. x. 4, with 
Zech. xiii. 7). This water — the gift of God — ^was 
in him a well ofwater springing up into everlasting 
life. (John iv. 14). The first draught he drank was 
so good that he never forgot the Fountain, and in 
the fatigue and heat of the wilderness-journey, he 
ever repaired to its refreshing streams. The 
happy remembrances we have of him are but the 
reflex of what he himself tasted from the Celestial 
Springs." 



VII. 

2)eatb* 

"pO WARDS the close of July 1880, he bade 
farewell, for a few weeks, to the din and toil of 
the city, in order that he might recruit his enfeebled 
constitution by the bracing air and parental 
attention of his native home. Hopeful of a speedy 
reunion, we clasped each other's hand and said 
"good-bye." In that hour, happiness shone on 
every lineament of his countenance — ^the gentle 
smile played upon his lips — the ruddy glow rose 
high upon his cheeks — ^and his eyes sparkled with 
unusual brightness. While intensely spiritual he 
was intensely human. His heart overflowed with 
joy when he thought of meeting father, mother, 
sisters and brothers. A year had well-nigh rolled 
away since he was with them last. Often had he 
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written to them — soon he would see them. In 
the enthusiasm of a fresh baptism, he was going- 
home to tell of Jesus and of all the Lord's good- 
ness. These were his thoughts and feelings when 
we parted, never to meet again until the Jordan 
of death is crossed. 

He reached home in safety, to receive the warm 
greetings of loving hearts after a lengthened 
separation. Time passed away, which he sought 
to redeem by doing good unto all men, whenever 
opportunity presented itself. (Gal. vi. lo). And 
now, with heavy heart, we come to the closing 
scene. In the forenoon of a bright and beautiful 
Saturday in the month of August last year, 
he went to make arrangements with a Christian 
friend who had asked him to undertake, for a 
short time, the superintendence of the Free 
Church Sabbath school. When the arrangements 
were completed, he left with the intention of taking 
a short walk. Soon afterwards he met an intimate 
acquaintance, who requested him to bathe in the 
Spey. As the weather was extremely warm, and 
as he frequently felt much refreshed by bathing, 
he had no hesitation in agreeing to the proposal. 
Within memory of the oldest inhabitants of the 
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village, the river was never seen so low. Knowing 
this, he purposed to swim across. In the attempt, 
which cannot be described as foolhardy, he was 
only within a very few yards of the other side, 
when, at a place of considerable depth, he turned 
round in the water, gave a cry, and sank, never 
to rise again in life. A boat was swiftly pulled 
to the spot, and it is believed that in less than 
five minutes he was lifted out of the water. All 
efforts to restore animation proved futile. His 
spirit had gone ! and we are assured that sudden 
death to him was sudden glory — ^was, indeed, an 
unexpected flight from our world of sorrow to the 
land where " death lis swallowed up in victory." 
How grand the assurance, that ere his lifeless 
body reached the bank of the Spey, his immortal 
spirit had reached that of the pure river, where 
there is no drowning and no bitter cry of sorrow ! 

The news of the lamentable occurrence spread 
rapidly throughout the neighbouring villages. 
Hundreds flocked to the scene, and the deepest 
sympathy was manifested for the bereaved family. 

Thus lived and thus died an affectionate son, a 
faithful servant, an earnest student, a true-hearted 
friend, and that which comprehends all — *' a good 
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soldier of Jesus Christ." "All things have I seen 
in the days of my vanity ; there is a just man that 
perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked 
man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness." 
(Ecc. vii. 15). 

In the history of his twenty-one years, we find 
much in little ; and although death has removed 
him early, we will not say too soon. 

" Utter the charm of rapture given. 
Christian, that moumest Christian's death ; 

He dies — pronounce him bom in heaven, 
Is buried — ^say, he slumbereth. 

And learn that Time, which seems to sever. 

Speeds to unite fond hearts for ever." 



VIII. 

Cytracte from rt>r Stuart's letters borne* 

Partick, August i8th 1875. 
My dear Sister, 

I am sore vexed to hear about the state of your health, 
but, M y be of good cheer and trust in the Great Phy- 
sician, for He is able to heal all diseases, — not only the body, 
but He can wash every sin from the soul with His own precious 
blood 

Dear M , I beseech you to give your heart to Jesus, to 

come to Him and confess Him with your mouth, and believe 
in your heart that He has died for your sins, and that God has 
raised Him from the dead to sit at His right hand, that he 
might give pardon to guilty sinners like us ; and if we do so we 
shall be saved 

I have come to Jesus, and I can say that whereas I was 
blind, now I see ; for, as soon as you come to Jesus you 
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know the love of God towards you, and you also know that if 
you were to die at any time, you would meet with Jesus in 
heaven, to dwell with Him for ever in that eternal kingdom. 

Remember, salvation is not a thing that we should delay any 
time with, for death or the end of the world may be to-morrow, 
and you may never get another opportunity of coming to the 
Saviour. So come now. 

Dear M , I hope you will soon be all right again; be 

sure and write me and tell me your thoughts as soon as you are 
able to write. 

God bless you, and keep His saving arm around you ! 

I am, your affectionate Brother, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Partick, Sept 8th 1875. 
My dear Father and Mother, 

Oh, how thankful we ought to be to God for all His tender 
mercies unto us poor guilty sinners ! Think of Jesus, God's 
Son, coming to die for us. See him weary and worn going 
through this world trying to bring back sinners from Satan, and 
to take them to the glorious heaven above. So we must all put 
our trust in the blood of Jesus, which atones for souls. Sister 
M has come now to Jesus, and she can say she is on 
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her way to her heavenly Father's home by being washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. Oh ! let us turn now to the Saviour, that 
we may all meet in that glorious land, never to part again. 

I am, your affectionate Son, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



March 8th 1877. 
My dear Father and Mother, 

I am in good health just now, all thanks to Almighty 
God, hoping that this shall find you enjoying the same blessing. 
And may His grace be ever with us all to help us through our 
pilgrimage on earth ! And oh ! let us trust in the all-sufficient 
sacrifice of Jesus, who came to save all the victims of sin who 
believe in His name. Oh ! trust him now, and pray for His 
Spirit to enable you to do so. 

I am, etc. 



May 5th 1877. 
My dear Parents, 

I am sure you will be gratified to know that I am going to 
College next winter, that is, in November. .... So a : 

E 
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that I need, and all that I ask, is the blessing of Almighty God ; 
for why? I cannot prosper or live without his all-sufficient 
presence. And oh ! I pray God that I may be kept from the 
nins of the world; for often I feel that unseen evil One tempting 
me to sin against the Living God. May Jesus, the Son of God, 
keep me from his entangling and wicked power ! 

If we neglect the salvation which the Lord God has offered 
through Christ Jesus, how shall w^e meet Him in judgment ? 

He is pleading with us daily to come unto Him and have 
life; shall we refuse and still trample under foot the blood 
which He shed ? 

It will be a sad thing for those in judgment, who reject His 
love, when He points to the wounded side, and the nail-prints 
in His hands and feet, and tells them that He suffered these 
things for them, and yet they despised Him. 

I earnestly entreat you all to leave off sin and decide for 
(Christ, for the warnings around us are solemn. 

Ever your etc 



Sept 2oth 1877. 
My dear Brother, 

I hope you can look to the Son of God with the eye of 
faith ; for we have need of His presence, in a world so full of 
temptations and sin, to deliver us from doubtings and fears. 
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Give my kindest love to all at home, and accept the same 

yoursel£ 

I am, ever etc. 



Feb. 19th 1878. 
My dear Parents, 

I must now conclude, as I have a lot of work to prepare 
for to-morrow's classes. I hope that this, through God's mercy, 
will find you all enjoying the precious blessing of health ; may 
we be enabled to thank God for all things which we receive ; 
may we accept the offer of free grace, which He holds out in 
Jesus ; let us not reject the Saviour who died to save us, for if 
we trust Him, He will lead us through this dark world, and will 
guide us on to the city of light, where we shall be with Him for 
ever. Oh ! may the spirit of God convince us of sin, and lead 
us to Christ on Calvary's Cross, to be saved from the wrath of 
God, which shall consume those who are not resting on the 
Rock of Ages. Ever your etc. 



My dear Father and Mother, 



Dec 23rd 1878. 



I sincerely hope that P and A will have 

nothing to do with balls or anything of the kind, for there is no 
room for Christ in all these things. Tell them to remember 
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Christ who died to free them from sin. Let them now read 
the story of Christ's death and sufferings, and that will drive 
all these things, which are contrary to His cause, from their 
minds. 

As we see this year about to be numbered with the past, does 
it not remind us how quickly time flies ? does it not tell us that 
soon we ourselves will be numbered among those that have 
already left this earthly scene, either to be with Christ or for 
ever away from Him ? 

Does not our conscience tell us that we have not done as we 
ought to have done ? Have we owned Christ and confessed 
Him before others ? Surely when we remember His terrible 
sufferings, we have to cry, " Lord, pardon our sins, for we have 
often denied Thee." 

It was at this time that Christ was bom, when God declared 
His unchanging love to men. Let us gaze at Calvary for a few 
moments, where the meek and lowly Jesus died. Are we not 
filled with awe when we' consider His love? Oh that the 
Almighty would pour down His Holy Spirit and draw our 
hearts to Himself, that we may be kept free from sin and live for 
the glory of our Saviour! "Come now, and let us reason 
together," saith the Lord ; " though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow ; though they be.red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool (Is. L i8). 

. I now close, trusting that you will accept of Christ, the 
Saviour of men, as your Saviour. I with all my heart wish each 
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of you a merry Christmas, and many returns of the same, widi 
the blessing of God. I am, etc 



Twelve o'clock, New Year's morning of 1879. 
My dear Parents, 

I with all my heart wish you all at home a happy New Year, 
and many of them with God's blessing. It is pretty dreary in 
lodgings while all others are enjoying the first day of a New 
Year at their homes. It, however, makes me feel happy when 
I think that you will all be enjoying yourselves, and I sincerely 
hope that you are all as I would like — happy. And now I tell 
you to remember Christ who died, and look to Him while He 
hangs on' Calvary's Cross. It is a strange thought when we 
think that the everlasting Prince of Peace should die for those 
who sinned against His holy laws. 

May the Holy Spirit reveal his infinite love to us, that we may 
trust in Him, and follow Him through earth's perplexing paths. 

Write soon. Ever your etc. 



January 9th 1S79. 
My dear Father and Mother, 

I am often downcast and sorrowful, and at other times in 
high spirits and happy, when I think of Christ and His love. I 
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remember that He was the man of sorrows and the Son of God, 
and that He bore our infirmities while he wore the form of 
mankind. 

I feel more and more resolved to devote my whole life to the 
furtherance of His cause among the poor dying heathen. When 
we consider what He has done, how little wc have done ! 

Remember me at the Throne of Grace, that God may deliver 
me from pride and from love of man's praise, and from all sin. 
Oh, how ready one is to be led away from God ! How gloomy 
it is without Him ! 

Pray also that my faith in Christ may be strengthened, that I 
may be kept from all unbelief. May God's blessing lie upon 
you all Oh ! trust in Him who loved us, and died that we 
might be saved. 

Keep free from the world and sin, and follow Christ He 

leadeth to life. 

Ever your etc 



March 5th 1879. 
My dear Father and Mother, 

I am working very hard at my examination, and am thank- 

Tffl't^ay that my health is comparatively good. How merciful 

and compassionate God is ! Oh, may all my study be done for 

His glory! May He be always the Polar Star of my life! 
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Redeemed to Him by the blood of Jesus ; what a thought that 
is, that a sinner who has spent his life in opposition to God 
should be sheltered by the blood of His Son ! The love of 
Gk)d to dying men will never be comprehended by man in 
this world, and I feel convinced that after this brief moment of 
earthly existence is past, we, who came to Jesus as His followers, 
shall have all eternity to wonder at Him and praise Him for all 
He has done. Christ's love and passion are awfully deep and 
sublime in the last chapters of John's Gospel, from 14th to 17th. 
He is there shown as a Mediator ; and nothing that has been 
written comes near to the 17 th chapter, or, as it is called, 
" Christ's intercessory prayer," for those who believe in Him. 

What darkness and gloom must be around the minds of those 
who have not received light from Him ! 

May God spread the dawn of eternal day on all our souls, and 
deliver us from Satan's chains ! 

I must now draw to a close, with kindest love to alL 

I am, etc 



April 2nd 1879.T I 
My dear Parents, 

I may say that my health on the whole is good, all^ thanks 
to my God and Saviour for His loving-kindness, trusting, through 
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the mercy of the same blessed Saviour, that this will find you 
all enjoying that blessing. 

The weather here is beautiful, and everything betokens coming 
Spring and Summer. How grand it is to go out and see life coming 
forth afresh from the fields, which a few months ago seemed to 
be shrouded in death and darkness; how it resembles the 
resurrection of those who have been redeemed by Christ, from 
the dark and silent grave ! What a glorious thought, that by 
following Jesus and suffering for His name, we shall be raised 
from the lonely tomb and clothed in robes washed white in His 
blood ! Why do we still live for the world, and despise Christ 
who died to save us ? 

Ever your etc 



My dear Father and Mother, 



November 19th 1879. 



To return to the result of the examination. I most un- 
expectedly came in fourth on the list, and consequently get ten 

pounds as my prize. It was a very hard 

fortnight's work, and after the examination I thought it would 
be all useless ; but you see it turned out otherwise, and I feel 
very grateful to God for it I asked His assistance when 
studying, and when going into the examination, and He has 



EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS HOME. 65 

wonderfully answered my request and prayer, even when I 
thought all was lost. 

The fact is, I need to ask His assistance always when sitting 
down to study; for, if I dont, I am certain of making less 
progress. The benefit derived from the ten pounds will be very 
great, both to my body and to my mind 

I must now draw to a close, trusting, in God's mercy, that you 
are all well ; as I am thankful to say that I myself am in very 
tolerable health. I hope, dear Mother, that you are reading 
" The Anxious Enquirer," and "The life of Henry Martyn," 
and finding them beneficial to your souL I would be glad if 
you would send the latter to me after you are done with it, as 
there are many students who desire to read it I am 
reading, very carefully and slowly, when I have time, that book 

which Miss G gave me, and I find a great pleasure in it. 

All those books, although in a much less degree than the Bible, 
tend to raise our thoughts to God ; and the fact of contemplat- 
ing their authors in heaven, makes us wrestle on towards that 
eternal goal more resolutely and cheerfully. Yet, when the 
thought of meeting those who travelled through this vale of 
tears looking unto Jesus, stimulates us on our journey, how 
much more should the thought of meeting the -glorified "Man 
of sorrows," sitting upon His throne, fortify us against every trial 
and sorrow we are called upon to bear ! Remember me, dear 
Mother, in your prayers, as I always remember you all, night 
and morning, in my supplications at a Throne of Grace. . , 
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Speak a kind word about Jesus to £ — : — and J I 

believe that Christ is at hand ; and oh ! if we are unsaved when 
He comes. I remain, for the present, 

Your etc 



February ist 1880. 
My dear Father and Mother, 

I trust that this will find you all well, and that the Lord 

will bless you alL Would that every one was trusting in the 

Eternal Salvation of God ! What happiness would then reign 

in the house ! 

That Jesus will command light to shine out of darkness, is 

the prayer of 

Your most etc 



February 20th 1880. 
My dear Father and Mother, 



I have little more at present May God bless you all, and 
make the light of the glorious Gospel of Jesus dispel all dark- 
ness. I am very sorry to hear of L and T being 

unwell, but I earnestly pray that they both will get all right soon« 
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Tell T and L I will send them a little book each, 

that they may read in the house before going to school 

The weather here is very fine, and I feel thankful to God, as 
the mild weather seems to keep away the cough from me. 

I am still looking to Jesus, and continue to ask His blessing 
on you all ; do the same, dear Mother, for me. 

Your eta 



April 7th 1880. 
My dear Father and Mother, 

I was in to-day seeing a medical professor, who carefully 
examined my chest, and after him an assistant-professor, who 
gave me a thorough overhauling, and they could find nothing 
wrong with my lungs or heart ; and I can assure you I feel very 
thankful to God, and am sure you will feel the same. 

How merciful God is ! When we think of an overruling 
Providence, how does it become us to feel as worms of the dust I 

All God's kindness is designed to melt our hard hearts, and 
lead us to Him. Oh ! how wonderful are God's acts of mercy 
to lead sinners to an atoning Saviour. 

God may desire, but cannot pass over, the guilty sinner ; for 
it would be a stain on his justice. So then, in the death of 
Christ, God's name has been glorified, and His righteousness 
declared in the blotting out of sins. But unless we have put 
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ourselves under the covering He has provided, we cannot stand 

before Him at a day of judgment If sin cost Christ such 

agony, how will the sinner bear Divine wrath, when there is 

nothing to shelter him ! It will be the more terrible because 

he has rejected Jesus, and trampled His blood under foot 

May God give every one of us light, and call us from the dead ! 

May each of us hear the voice of God in our souls ! 

I hope you are all well 

I am, etc 



May 22nd 1880. 
My dear Father and Mother, 

We had a holiday on Thursday ; so I and two friends took 
the train to Balloch, and then sailed up Loch Lomond until we 
came to the foot of the Ben ; and then went on shore, and 
climbed to the top of the high mountain — a height of some four 
thousand feet 

It was a very pleasant day, but I was very tired before getting 
to the top. I had to take a rest every ten minutes. I had a 
good field glass with me, and the view was most beautiful 

It showed the power and wisdom of Him who "weighed the 
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance." 

I hope you are all keeping well ; and I trust and pray that 
the Lord may pour down upon you the Spirit of truth. 
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Oh ! would that you were all trusting in the Son of the living 
God 

What an exhibition of self-denial and self-sacrificing love He 
shows on the Cross, and all its agony, sufficient to melt the 
hardest sinner, if he believes that it was for him ! 

How awful will the condemnation be of those who deliberately, 
n^lect such love and suffering, and trample under foot the Son 
of God's blood ! 

May God save us all ere it be too late ! 

I remain, etc 



June loth 1880. 
My dear Parents, 

How much reason I have for gratitude to God each day ! It 
seems a wonder to me at times why God spares me ; and I can 
find a reason for it only in the all-atoning blood of Christ 
What a dreary world of sin and pollution this is ! When shall 
it be purified and renewed ? 

Dear Mother, continue to pray earnestly for me and for the 

rest, that we may be all led to the foot of Calvary's Cross, there 

to see our Saviour dying for us. Oh, what an awful thought to 

be unsaved when we might have been saved 1 

May Jesus keep us humble, and bless us all ! 

Your eta 
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July 6th 1880. 
My dear Parents, 

I am sorry that I have not written in answer to your letter 
earlier, and thereby causing you anxiety. I have been kept 
extremely busy this while, both at home and at the Observatory. 
• •'•••• • «• • • • 

I have not the same energy and vigour after working seven or 
eight hours at the Observatory, and my health is not so robust 
as it was ; although I have much reason to be thankful, fueling 
as I do, always fit for my food and work. I am simply 
requiring a month or six weeks in the country, with some 
exercise. I think I will get home about the 28th. .... 

I hope you are all well ; and oh ! would to God that it was 
well with your souls. Dear Mother, try and point the others 
to a crucified Jesus, for there is no other power in heaven or in 
earth that will save. Man, with God's help, can fix his attention 
on Jesus, and one look, as with the dying Israelites and the 
brazen serpent, will save them. Pray, Mother, that God may 
save them. Eternity is awfully real, and time is short 

I must close just now, as a friend is in the house waiting 
for me. 

May God save them all ere the time of mercy is past ! 

Your etc 



IX. 

£ytract0 from bia Xettera to Cbriatfan 

fricnba. 



My dear D- 



Aberlour, July nth 1879. 
(To D. 7.) 



Since I came home I have been studying a good deal, and 
have found myself improving, both mentally and physically. 
Notwithstanding my studies, I have many quiet moments for 
meditation, and find Jesus a precious Saviour and a Friend ready 
to comfort in times of sorrow. Oh that we could walk more 
closely with Him ! How His presence dispels the gloom and 
darkness that hovers around our souls, and cheers us when down- 
cast I have great pleasure in taking a lonely walk in 

a wood, where I can meditate on the love and power of our God, 
without any one to disturb me ; and when I look around on 
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nature my belief in things unseen is deepened, inasmuch as I 
can admire the wisdom and majesty of the Creator of alL 



I am ever, 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Aberlour, Sept 8th 1879. 

(To D. y.) 

My dear Friend, 

I received your kind letter, and was extremely glad to 
hear from you. I am sorry to hear that the Saturday Prayer 
Meeting is falling off. I was afraid that there was too much 
contention even before I left, for the meeting to go on well 

I expect to be back in about a month, and will have great 
pleasure in seeing you all, trusting to find you all in good health 
of body and soul, resting firmly and securely on the tested 
Rock of Ages. 

My cough is not entirely away yet, but I have improved in 
health and strength to a very great extent I thank you very 
much for your kind wishes regarding me 

There have been few things of particular note since I wrote 

you last We have had a very fine old man in the Free ChuYch 

or the last eight days ; he was very earnest and evangelical, so 
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I hope he may remain with us for some time. We are going 
to have a special prayer-meeting to-morrow night in connection 
with harvest People are beginning to fear that there will be no 
harvest this year ; however, as the weather has been a good deal 
better for the last few days, their hopes are slightly revived. 
There is one Harvest that is very certain, when the tares shall be 
separated from the wheat, when the year of the redeemed has come. 

I am pushing on with my studies as usual ; although often 
under many difficulties, the Christian, when he has the glory 
of God in view as the real end of his life, can study with most 
zeal and energy. 

I hope you are well Pray for your friend and brother in 

Christ, 

Eta 



Partick, May 27th 1880. 

(To D, JkTC.) 

My dear Brother and Friend in Jesus, 

I have received both your letter and card; your letter 
came on Saturday night after I had returned from brother 
D 's, and I thank you sincerely for the warning and en- 
couragement contained in it j for I must confess it helped me» 
and drove me to the Throne of Grace. We had a most blessed 
preparatory meeting, talking over passages on '* Search the 
Scriptures." ..•..-•• 
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On the Sabbath evening, we got a word of prayer before 
C!6mmencing, and felt somewhat strengthened. 

When we came along to the comer of Kelvinhaugh Street, a 
policeman very kindly asked if we would remove to some other 
tomer, as a person was seriously ill in the comer house, and 
Cbuld not endure to be disturbed by the singing. Thereupon 
•W6 considered for a few minutes, and went along to the comer 
of Kent Road, which we had, as you remember, considered a 

iuitable place. We got Mr J and Mr M*Q , and 

iti old man who once spoke at our Comer, to say a word ; 
and the result was that it tumed out one of the largest and most 
Messed meetings we have had since we commenced, although I 
was afraid that it would be a failure. ^ 

God disappointed my fears wonderfully, and taught me a 
lesson which I hope I will long remember. 

A good ma,ny werespoken to, and many received tracts with 
God's word. One young man was deeply anxious, and promised 
to call up to my lodgings, but has not yet come, probably having 
lost my address ; or perhaps Satan has persuaded him to put oiST 
for a timei • May Jesus yet find the anxious sheep ! 

The preparatory meeting is to be held in my room on Satur- 
day. Remember us very specially, as we remember you, at the 
Throne of Grace. 1 was glad to know that you got safely home, 
and that you are getting something done for Jesus ; and I feel 
tonfident He will bless you, both in spirit and body. . . . 
Most people are leaving the city; tor take 'advantage of the 
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good weather, yet the Lord's work seems to go on as usual 
They are doing a good work still in Abingdon Hall, although 
the meetings are not so well attended, owing to the fine 
evenings. Let us remember each other still, that we may be 
enabled to glorify Jesus our Master. 

Ever yours, 

In the hope of His Gospel, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Aberlour, June 26th 1879. 

(To G. B.) 

My dear Friend and Brother, 

I scarcely know what to plead for my long delay in writing 
you ; the fact is, that I was wishing to be thoroughly settled and 
able to give you a true description of the state of things here. 
When I arrived at my home, the rain was coming down in 
torrents, and everything looked so bleak, that I began to feel 
sorry I had left Glasgow so soon. Now, however, everything 
has assumed a different aspect ; all nature seems to sing the 
praises of its great Creator. How much it resembles the 
Christian, before and after conversion ; and how glorious for 
him who can look on all in the light of the gospel, to contemplate 
that he belongs to the Author of it all ! How assuring and 
encouraging amidst sorrows and trials! Christian work here 
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has much need to be roused up and urged on by the Spirit of 
the Living God ; Christians seem dead, and almost nothing is 
being done. May times soon change, when those who profess 
the name of Christ will tell others in deepest earnestness of 
His love, and be the means of pointing indifferent sinners to 
the Rock of Ages ! 

There are two meetings held by "The Brethren" — one on 
Tuesday and another on Friday — but very few attend them ; 
and the men themselves, although thorough Christians, have 
lost their influence to a great extent, by leaving the Chiurch and 
taking so very narrow-minded views. I have been at their 
meetings twice, and have enjoyed them very much, although I 
could not go along with them in everything. For example, 
they never asked forgiveness of sins, nor do I remember them 
asking more of God's Spirit, both of which I feel my daily 
need. Yet, notwithstanding these differences, I enjoyed the 
company of Christian men " in a dry and thirsty land." There 
is another meeting held in the Free Church on Tuesdays, 
attended by about twenty people, mostly women. In the absence 
of the minister, I have taken the meeting for the last three 
Tuesdays, but I felt that it would have been better had some 
more experienced Christian taken it up, as there were a good 
many old people present Remember then, dear friend, the 
meeting in your prayers ; and that anything spoken in His 
name by this poor instrument may be the means of bringing 
some wandering sheep back to the fold. 
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There are a few earnest Christians in connection with the 
Established and Free Churches, but divisions and differences 
run so high that it is a difficult thing to get them to work 
unitedly. I find that what we need here is earnestness in 
our Master's cause, and a love to Him which will raise us above 
all minor differences, and enable us to sympathise with all work 
that is truly done in His name. 

A spirit of worldliness also prevails here, which throws cold 
water on all work for God ; yet Christ will pour on oil and keep 
the feeble flame alive, if we continue to work ; and He has 
declared that, " As the rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and retumeth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater ; so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth ; it shall not return unto me void ; but 
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in 
the thing whereto I sent it" How little and trifling are the 
efforts of man to oppose the work, when we consider that the 
Almighty Creator of the universe is its Author ! 

I have been reading a good deal of Henry Martyn's life, and 
what a blessing I have received from it 1 Some of my friends 
are also deeply interested in it, and I believe will receive a 
blessing too. I am prosecuting my studies earnestly, working 
daily about six hours, and getting oti well with them. . . . 

How has the children's meeting been going on this some 
time? Are Christ's lambs being gathered in? How is the 
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Saturday meeting keeping up ? and how are the other meetings 
during the week going on ? May Jesus be present, mighty to 
save, in them all; and may angels be rejoicing around the 

Throne over the lost ones returning ! 

Trusting to hear from you soon, with an account of all the 
meetings, and advice how to act in my circumstances. 

I remain, 
Your sincere brother in Christ, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Aberlour, Banffshire, August i6th 1879. 
{To G. B.) 
My dear Brother in Christ, 

I thank you kindly for your advice, and may the Spirit of 
Qod enable me to walk up to that mark ; for what is in the 
world or man after all, but God, whose glory should be the 
chief end of our existence. 

I was glad to hear about the meetings, and have much 
pleasure in reinembering them in my prayers at the Throne of 

Grace. May Jesus be glorified in all ! D J ^s letter 

says' th^t the Saturday prayer-meeting is falling off, a circum- 
stance at which I am grieved. I was afraid that a spirit of 
discord was too. rank for it to prosper; we see that God'swork 
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never prospers where the Christians themselves are discordant I 
would strongly advise that a few of the most earnest of our 
friends should cling closely together in prayer, and thereby 
heal all divisions. 

I feel very much obliged to Mr S , for his kindness 1q 

sending me the Hymn Book ; it forcibly brought back Abingdon 
Hall to my mind, and of course all its associations. I hope you 
would get the enclosed letter to give him, which I sent I 
would have written him, but somehow the address went amissing. 

The weather has been extremely wet here all the summer, 
until this last week ; everything is very late, and people are afraid 
that the crops will not come to maturity this year. Notwith- 
standing all this, there is very little sign of people betaking 
themselves in humiliation and prayer to God. I was much 
struck when reading to-day the words — " Neither say they in 
their heart. Let us now fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain, 
both the former and the latter, in his season ; he reserveth unto 
us the appointed weeks of the harvest Your iniquities hav^ 
turned away these things, and your sins have withholden goo4 
things from you " (Jer- v. 24-25.) 

May the same words not be also said of the sins of Christianis 
keeping back the Harvest of souls for eternity ! 

I have very little to say about our Christian work here ; there 
seems to be very little doing in the way of public work in 
churches, or anywhere else for God ; there is much bigotry and 
enmity. I have spoken to a good few privately about their 
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souls, but what an enmity to Christ there is in the natural heart 
everywhere ! People live as if this life was to last for ever, and 
they leave no room for the Son of God Pray, dear friend, for 
me here, that I may testify, both by my life and conversation, 

for Jesus. 

Let me hear from you soon. I will now have time to write, 
since I am over my summer reading work. 

Yours in Christ, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Partick, May 13th 1879. 
{To J. L.) 
My dear Brother in Christ, 

Yours arrived last week, and how glad am I to hear that 
all things have gone well ! How thankful ought we to be to 
our Father for His kind providence, for His ever-caring and 
watchful eye over us, even although we sin against Him ! How 
often we forget the love of God in Christ Jesus our Redeemer f 
I trust you will enter the mission work with a heart filled with 
the Master's Spirit, and may you be the means of bringing back 
some wandering sheep to the fold. I am glad also to see that 
you have commenced your studies ; may God also assist you in 
them. Study is noble indeed, when it is all for the glory of 
God, and oh ! may we have grace to keep His glory in view as 
the end and motive of our work. 
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I have been working about seven hours a day 

at the Observatory, and intend going home in a fortnight 
instead of going to the Isle of Man. My mother is very 
anxious that I should come home, and oh ! dear brother, pray 
earnestly that I may have grace to uphold the cross of Jesus, 
for my faith is weak, and I actually feel afraid of being ashamed 
to uplift our blessed Saviour to alL Keep me near Thyself, oh 

Christ ! and give me deep humility ! 

I have to thank you for your kind wishes regarding my 
health, which, all thanks to my Father in Heaven, is improving 
since the session ended. I was very much troubled with the 
cough the week after you left, but it is now improving, and I 
trust, with God's mercy, that a few months in my Highland hills 
will put me all right I now conclude with the prayer that God 
may pour out His Spirit to overflowing on us both. 

I am ever, 

Yours in the Lord, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Aberlour, Banffshire, July 25th 1879. 
{To J. L.) 
My dear Friend and Brother, 

I have been intending ever so often to write you since I 
came home, but I have never had the desirable moment, owing 
to my work &c 
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I have been going into my studies thoroughly, reading two 
hours every second morning with the school-master here, and 
on the other mornings I go to the school and teach an hour. 
I have got the highest class in Mathematics (which mcludes 
Todhunter's Deductions on Euclid) and the Caesar-class to 
teach, and I find that I will derive much benefit from the little 
experience of teaching. I trust to be over almost the whole of 
the Latin summer-work in three weeks, but I have not got so 
much done to my Greek ; I must go into it with more vigour 
than I have been doing. 

You, dear J I*m sure, will be getting on with your 

work too, and I hope and pray that it may be so with Christ's 
work. How many, alas ! are dying around us in indifference and 
carelessness ; would that God would cause His Spirit to stir up 
the dry bones, and give no peace until they find it in Christ 
Dear friend, you will find many discouragements in the work, 
but I have found Christ's words very consoling here since I 
came, and I trust you will find them so too : " In the world ye 
shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer : I have overcome 
the world." The first chapter of Jeremiah and the thirty-third 
of Ezekiel have struck me much ; may God bless them to both 
of us, and show us our deep responsibility ! We have a weekly 
prayer-meeting in the Free Church, in which I have had an 
opportunity for saying a word several times. I felt a little 
backward seeing that they were almost all old people, and 
people whom I knew, but I remembered that verse, " Whoso- 
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ever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also 
confess before the angels of God," and it armed me. I see 
little fruit in my own family. Indifference and the fear of the 
world keep up barriers ; may they soon be broken down by the 

Spirit of God ! How different it would be, J , if all our 

friends were on Jesus' side. ... I have had two letters 

from Mr B who was under much mental depression. I 

was sorry for him, and wrote as cheering a letter as I could ; I 
trust that the Lord God who overruleth all. things, will bless the 
sorrow to the clear and full appreciation of Jesus as His 
Saviour. . . . 

I hope you and your parents are in good health ; mine is 
improving since I came home, although J still have a cough ; 
only I have good reason to be thankful The weather has 
been very unfavourable here, but it is improving. 

I must now close by sending my kindest regards to your 

parents and yourself, and may God bless you and make you the 

means of bringing wandering sheep to the fold of Christ, as 

it is the prayer of a 

Friend and brother in Christ, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Aberlour, Sept loth 1879. 

(To/. Z.) . . • 
My dear Friend^ 

Your kind and consoling letter reached me fully three 
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weeks ago, and indeed I feel vexed that I have not written 
earlier to thank you. . . . 

I intend coming back to the city in less than a month, and 
I long to see you in order that I may tell you alL I have 
finished my Latin work some time ago, and am now through the 
Greek verb, and about to commence the Syntax. . . . 

I sincerely hope that souls are still being gathered into the 
fold at your home, and that your labours for Jesus are a source 
of blessing to many. What a glory it is to have the appro- 
bation of God and of Christ, when others find fault and mock I 
Remember me still in your prayers, that I may be kept near 
Jesus in humility ; and oh ! pray that my home may be brought 
back to the Saviour. Accept the kindest sympathies, in all 
your doings and undertakings, of your 

Friend and brother in Christ, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Aberlour, Sept 23rd 1879. 

{To/. L.) 

My dear Brother and Friend, 

I received yours last week and have the greatest pleasure 
in replying. . . . 

I had a beautiful letter from Mrs M*D a few days ago, 

and it contained the glorious news of the Lord's mighty doings 
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in Particle. At a meeting held by Mr L there were 

twenty-five gave in their testimony for Christ and many 
Christians were blessed and refreshed. He has been holding 
special meetings for some weeks, and many seem to have been 
gathered into the fold by means of them ; you will probably 

have heard of all this from Mrs M*D . The Lord God 

Omnipotent reigneth, and He has gone forth conquering and 
to conquer. How much have we to praise Him, for the work 
He has been and is doing ! and more especially for His love in 
bringing us to see and feel the power of the Atonement of 
Christ May we get a real view of Christ in Gethsemane's 
garden, and go forth in His name more devoted to His cause, 
and heedless of the world's scoffs ! . . . 

I was extremely glad to hear of the conversion of the 
wanderer in your town, and oh ! may Jesus keep him and carry 
him as a lamb in His bosom! .... I have had several 
conversations with two old men lately, whom I didn't know well 
before, and I believe both of them are Christians ; I feel quite 
certain of one of them. It is encouraging to meet with a 
flower in the desert, where one did not expect it I am quite 
sure that if we had a while of earnest evangelistic meetings, 
many would come to the Lord's standard whom we did not 
know, and who had been quietly and humbly walking before 
God. 

In my home, I believe my mother is now looking to Jesus, 
for she told me that she sees now what she never saw before 
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Yet I often think the others are as hardened as ever agamst the 
love of Jesus. Two of my brothers are impressed I think, but 
the power of companions and the fear of their scoffs keep them 
bacL 

I often feel after speaking in the house, that I can do 
nothing but go to my room and plead with God to interfere ; 
there is a deep reality in the fact that we are marching to the 
grave, and that they will soon be beyond the reach of 
mercy. 

For the present, let us remember each other at a Throne of 
Grace, that we may have more grace and be enabled to live 
wholly for Christ's glory and cause. 

Ever your friend in Jesus, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Partick, May 3rd 1880. 

(n/.z.) 

My dear Brother, 

I received your kind letter about a fortnight ago and 
purposed answering it every day, expecting to be able to give 
you an account of my summer arrangements. However, I got 
settled on Thursday, and since then my time has been pretty 
much occupied preparing things. I received your letter 
intimating that you had got settled in the midst of your mission 
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work, yet I felt sorrowful at the condition of the people 
described in your letter, and the Throne of Grace seemed the 
only resort for strength, comfort, and hope. Is not the mercy 
and love of God wonderfully displayed in the fact that we can 
betake ourselves to it, and there find a solace to our souls when 
all else fails ? 

We have remembered you in our Saturday evening meetings 
and will continue to remember you, trusting that God will yet 
visit the whole district in mercy. You will probably feel 
downcast at the result of your work among the people ; you 
may even have cause to weep at the hardness of their hearts 
and their opposition to the gospel, yet remember that God will 

work in answer to prayer. In trials and 

difficulties it is refreshing to think that the issue of everything 
•is in the hands of God, and that, though seeming mysterious 
and strange to our narrow minds, Omniscience and Omnipo- 
tence guides and controls them. The enmity that exists in the 
human heart against Christ is a living, though negative, proof of 
the gospel, and affords a striking illustration of Christ's own 
words, " They hated me without a cause." Last night in the 
open-air-meeting, I saw a striking instance of it in a young 
woman, who when spoken to about the Atonement of Christ 
-laughed, and endeavoured to make a suitable sharp 
reply. 

Tuesday afternoon. (I was interrupted yesterday afternoon 
•and could not get finished, so for the rest to-day.) 
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I am newly in from taking a short walk round the University 
Park; and while I was thinking on the beauties of the coimtry, and 
that I was debarred from them, you came into my mind, and I 
must confess I almost envied you. However, " Godliness with 
contentment is great gain," though, alas ! I have to deplore my 
want of anything like reality in either of them. 

I am going away from yesterday's subject, and must retrace 
my steps. You said in your letter that the place was the worst 

you had ever known for scoffers and sceptics. Dear J ^ 

with the gospel and prayer things will alter 

soon if it be God's will, and Jesus may yet be glorified in that 
dark domain of Sataa We will plead at the Throne of Grace, 
and if our real motive is His glory and not our own. He will 
hear and answer. You might remember our open-air meeting, 

as most of the students are away and M*C our leader is 

going this week ; yet if God wills, we intend to keep it up during 
the summer, though we feel very weaL 

I may now acquaint you with my intentions for the summer. 
. . . . [Stated already. Page 15]. 

I am afiaid I will be unable to get through to C j in 

compliance with your kind request, for some time, as I have 

promised to M*C to try to be present at all the meetings 

until he comes ; not that my presence is of any consequence 
to the success of the meetings, but simply to keep up the number. 
He expects to be back in a month, and I certainly wish he had 
not gone away, as we will miss him greatly, for he is very earnest 
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Messrs C and H went away at the " Fast " holidays, 

and J D went home last night, so hefe I am left alone 

R H wBS carrying on meetings in the wooden Kirk, 

Partick, during the last fortnight, but there was not so much 
blessing as usually attends his meetings. Last week there were 
Evangelistic Meetings for the children attending the Sabbath 
School and Foundry Boys' Meetings, held every night in Grace 
Street beside Finnieston Street, and good work was done 
among the children. I was out at almost every meeting during 

the fortnight, ie. during the first week at Mr H 's, and the 

second at the children's. But, strange as it may seem, I have 
never tiU now seen the danger of going out too often. There is 
a tendency to rely upon the fact of going and engaging in 
Christ's work, and to trust upon the excitement and roused 
feelings, and neglect the soul's private culture and communion 
with Christ I am convinced that before we can be of any real 
use to our fellow-men, we must have much prayer and 
meditation and our souls strengthened in private with the' 
Spirit of God. Of course it does not necessarily follow by any 
means, that if a person goes out often he neglects his own soul, 
only, there is a tendency to do so, which must be guarded 
against 

By the by, I noticed a remark in reading the life of 
"Cowper by Southey," that "Cowper wrote to reclaim his 
fellow-creatures, while his contemporary Churchhill wrote in 
order to give vent to the wickedness which dwelt in the human 
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heart" How infinitely nobler was Cowper's aim, although he 
was severely criticised and considered a wild fanatic by many 
in his own day ! Posterity has told and will tell what he really 
was, and God's promise has been truly fulfilled in his case: 
" He that honoureth me, him will I also honour." .... 

I intend just now to commence to read the rest of the 
Degree work, and also the subjects for the Tennant Trust, and 
wish also to read the work that will be gone over at 9 a. m. in 
the Senior Greek, and will keep a look out for some University 
affair if possible and convenient Big intentions (you will no 
doubt say), only the fact is, that in reading for the one I will be 
preparing the other. .... I must now conclude my 
epistle, with the sincere hope that you are in good health, both 
in soul and body ; and dear brother, let us continue to pray for 
each other, and God will yet arise and dispel the darkness and 
gloom. How sweet it is, though too seldom, when the soul can 
rise above all earthly concerns and confide in the everlasting 
Jehovah, and repeat from its greatest depth — " Not my will but 
Thine be done in everything ! " 

Yours affectionately in the Saviour, 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



Aberlour, July 27th i88o, 

(To J. Z.) 
My dear Brother, 

You will see where I am by the above. I arrived here 
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yesterday at 5.30 p.m. While I was in the train I wrote a 
letter to you in pencil, intending to post it at Perth, but had not 
time, and after arriving at Aberlour I thought it too miserable 
an affair to be posted at home. I rejoice with you at the result 
of the meetings, and oh ! how we should thank God for His 
infinite mercy in saving immortal souls. I got all the news of the 

work from Mr B and G , and we prayed that the Lord 

would continue to bless you in your work. I understand that 

Mr S will have forwarded the books by this time to the 

young Christians. Dear J , pray earnestly and believingly 

for me in my home 

I met with no drunkenness on the way home until I came into 
the Aberlour traia What think you ? the sneers of the "genteel " 
people were disgraceful at Christ's cause being mentioned. • . . . 

Mrs G was asking very kindly after you and your work, 

and rejoiced to hear that the Lord was blessing yoiL She 
would like much that you would come for a short time ; as also 
my own mother, who sends you her kindest regards. I will 
broach the subject to our ministers in a kind way, and try to 
get the use of the churches for you on the Sabbaths. We will 
make it a matter of earnest prayer that the Lord may open up 
a way * to pour down showers of blessing on our village. 

* Wonderful, very wonderful indeed, that the Lord should open up this way by the 
removal of the suppliant. Soon after his sudden call from earth to (lory, a special 
series of evangelistic meetings were condacted, and accompanied with the Divine 
presence. Many of the Lord's slumbering ones were quidcened anew, and many were 
saved. To His name be the ^raise.~~£d. 
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With much brotherly love and sympathy, 

I am, yours in Christ, 

Lewis S. Stuart, 



Aberlour, August 13th 1880. 

{To J. L.) 

My dear Friend and Brother, 

You will no doubt be back to C from the far-off 

Highland glen from which I had your note. 

I was longing to hear from you, and consequently was much 
delighted when I received your kind letter, i was glad when I 
knew you were in the Highlands, for the visit would be 
beneficial both to body and soul ; and I trust the Lord has 
blessed it to the salvation of some dead souls. The state of 
vital Christianity, from your letter, seems to be very low ; but 
alas ! it is the same over a large part of the Highlands. High 
time it is for us to be in real earnest ! 

I was at the top of a very high hill (2700 feet) yesterday, and 
the beauty of the landscape formed by towering hills, glens, 
valleys, and gentle streams, could hardly be rivalled anywhere. 
One's whole soul is called out in admiration of the works of the 
Great Jehovah. In the evening, after coming home, I was 
reading of the resurrection of Jesus, and the infinite love dis- 
played in His death, and I saw that the joy and pleasure derived 
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from the beauties of aatiire were transitory and unsatisfying to 
the soul, and felt that nothing could give true joy and peace 
but obedience and conformity to Jesus Christ 

I felt sure that you would be encouraged by the meetings at 

C , and pray that the young disciples may be kept in the 

love of Christ The Lord is mighty and gracious, and we will 
see '^ His arm revealed " by looking to Him and trusting in His 
love. I feel, dear J ^ the necessity more and more of watch- 
fulness and prayer to keep alive the life of Christ in our own souls. 

I will be very glad, as well as my friends, of your visit, and 
am disappointed you cannot come earlier. My mother will 
make you very welcome, and will do everythmg in laer power to 
secure your comfort I have mentioned to several Christians 
the likelihood of your visit, and all are delighted ; but remember 
to come in the Spirit and power of the Lord, for the people are 
stiffnecked and hardened, and will oppose the gospel of Jesus. 
Continue to pray for me and for the conversion of relatives and 
friends. 

In my woodland wanderings, I occasionally feel a little sad 
and melancholy, arising from the indifference to the things of 
eternity, shown by dear friends at home. Just now, I have no 
one to whom I can unbosom my soul, and I long for the society of 
a friend like yoursel£ You will write me I trust in day or two. 

For the present we will remember each other at the Throne 
of Grace. 

Lewis S. Stuart. 



APPENDIX. 



Xcttcre of Con^oIcnce• 

TJOW profoundly his consistency of character 
and earnestness of life impressed those with 
whom he came into contact, will be best understood 
by a perusal of the letters of condolence, which 
were written to the sorrowing parents after his 
decease. The following are selected, and may be 
described as the spontaneous outburst of feeling 
on the receipt of the sad intelligence. 
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(From Mr Robert Stewart^ S.S.C.) 

Glasgow, 116 West R^ent St, 

August 23rd 1880. 
Dear Mrs Stuart, 

I have been deeply grieved and impressed by the state- 
ment in the newspapers that your dear Lewis was drowned in 
the Spey on Saturday. It has stunned us here. But we see 
the meaning of it to some extent when we remember that all 
winter he was so deeply engaged with the life of Henry Martyn. 
The Lord has taken your dear boy early home by a quick and 
painless death. Dear Lewis! he is now before the Throne. 
We were praying for all our student-friends who had been work- 
ing with us in Abingdon Hall during the winter, just the other 
week, and now dear Lewis Stuart is in the glory, in the 
presence of the Master — with Christ Himself, which is far 
better than anything below here. 

Oh Mrs Stuart! dear sister, you will feel that your son, 
bright and happy Lewis, is taken from the sight of your eyes, 
but remember that the Lord gave him to you. You have had 
the joy of the gift for so many years, and now the Lord has 
recalled His gift, and taken home your dear one to be with 
Himself for ever — in the glory. True, we are stunned. The 
blow is sudden. We cannot believe ourselves that it is fallea 
We feel the uncertainty of our own hold We feel as if the 
foundations of life were taken from under us. But it is the 
Lord ! He has come near. We have felt His shadow and 
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heard the rustle of the garments, and our loved young student 
and co-worker in the Word is away from us to the Eternal 
Mansions — dwelling for ever with the King and seeing Him in 
His beauty and casting his crown at His feet Oh what will it 
be to be there ! Another dear tie to the land of li^t above. 
May the Lord Himself console you with all the tenderness of 
His love, and give you to see your dear one up yonder — ^at 
home — sitting at His own blessed feet You will long for the 
day when the message will also come for you and when your 
loved son will be waiting for you at the pearly gates. 

I am, dear Mrs. Stuart, 

Yours in the love of Christ, 

R. Stewart. 



{Sent to Dr, Scott, Free Church Minister, Aberlour, from Mr Alexander 

Stetvart, M.A,) 

Dingwall, 24th August 1880. 
Dear Sir, 

By a newspaper of yesterday I see that a student, Mr 
Lewis Stuart, whom I have heard speak of you in terms of 
much respect and affection, was drowned in the Spey on 
Saturday. Under the painful circumstances of their bereave- 
ment it would be injudicious for a stranger to intrude 
recollections of him upon his friends' notice; but as his 
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With an apology for troubling you — I could not help the 

impulse to write when I read the sad news — and with kindest 

regards, 

I am. 

Yours truly, 

Alex. Stewart. 



(From Miss Hdcn Gartvw, ThacAtr,) 

Gordon Schools, Huntly, 

25th Aug. x88a 
My dear Mr and Mrs Stuart, 

I cannot express how deeply I feel for you all in your 

present very very severe bereavement O what a loss! but 

what a gain to him. What a consolation to know that he has 

gone to be with the Saviour he loved so well ! Yet it seems so 

hard to lose a life so full of promise, but the Lord knows best 

He has done it for some wise end. How you will miss Lewis ! 

We will all miss him. My earnest prayer is, that the Lord 

Himself may comfort you and fill the aching void He alone 

can. 

The little I saw of your dear son this year, I could not but 

feel that he was walking very closely with his Master. It just 

seemed as if he were ripening for the kingdom. His greatest 

delight was to speak of the Lord and His work. I trust that 
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his sudden death may be blessed to many, that those who love 

the Saviour may be quickened to more earnestness, and that 

those who do not yet know that Saviour may be constrained to 

love Him. • 

With heartfelt sympathy, 

I am. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Helen Garrow. 



(From Mr Alfred Lamb, Missionary,) 

I Haybum Terrace, Partick, 
Glasgow, 25th August 1880. 
To the Parents of the late Lewis Stuart, 
Dear Friends, 

Permit a stranger to you, but a friend and brother 
of your departed son, to send you a few lines of consolation. 

When visiting his last landlady yesterday. Miss G ^ I 

happened to speak of Lewis to her, remarking that I understood 
he lodged with her, but was now gone home \ simply meaning 
that he had returned to his parents' house, 

Miss G evidently perceived that I was ignorant of the 

startling intelligence which she had received the day before. 
So she said, "Did you not hear about Lewis?" — "No," I 
replied. Then she surprised me by informing me of his 
sudden call from earth to heaven. As you may suppose, my 
surprise was great 
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My acquaintanceship with Lewis, your son, dates back to 
1876-7, when I met him at what was known as the Joiners' Hall 
Meeting in Partick, held on Sabbath evenings, at which I took 
part Then I met him at the College, in his lodgings, at my 
own hall, and at the Abingdon Hall meetings. 

I had strong love for him, and only regret that we had not 
more intercourse. Well do I recall the earnestness with which 
Lewis upheld the truth, and his eager desire to have his 
fellow-men saved. To me, his memory is fragrant, and I feel 
I have in the meantime lost (to sight) a dear brother. To you, 
his father and mother, let me say, " Sorrow not as those who 
have no hope." Your dear son is of a truth with his precious 
Saviour. He cannot return to you ; but you may, if you will, 
follow him. Oh! see that your hearts have been given to 
Jesus. In this your time of sorrow, 

"Go tell it to Jesus, 

He knoweth thy grief, 
Go tell it to Jesus, 
He'U send thee reUef." 

Your son will be much missed among those of God's own 

children who knew him ; but we know we shall meet him above> 

when we shall be called home. 

Meanwhile, 

Believe me. 

Yours faithfully, 

Alfred Lamr 



I02 MEMORIALS OF U S. STUART. 

(From Mr Alex, Brau/n^ Student,) 

1 7 Glasgow Street, Hillhead, 
Glasgow, August 28th 1880. 
Dear Mrs Stuart, 

In my own name and in that of the members of our 
family, I take this opportunity of expressing our heartfelt 
sympathy with you and your husband in your present sad 
bereavement 

To us all the melancholy event came like a thunderclap. For 
myself, I need not say the shock was most unnerving. At this 
moment indeed, I know not what to pen ; past events crowd 
on me so. 

You may not know, but I have for a considerable period 
enjoyed the happy privilege of sharing in your lamented son's 
esteem. In this relationship, I need hardly remind you who 
knew him so well, of all the Christian and tender sympathy with 
which he has invariably cherished me among others. 

Believe me, it will be the solace of many an hour to recall all 
the loving tokens and mutual sympathies which, so to speak^ 
incorporated and made us one. These are all vanished, 
at least in real presence, and it does seem hard to hav^ 
it so. 

I feel as if it were opening the wounds of your grief afresh, by 
my calling up past memories. But I write with perfect frankness, 
because it is no more than I should do ; and again, because in 
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a sense I have long known you. He used to talk very often of 
you ; and who could not love those whom he pictured so lovingly 
and truly ? 

Yes ! it was evident that to him the love of the home on 
earth was on the border-land of the love of the home in heaven. 
It was because of his sacred blending of what was best on earth 
with what is best in heaven, that we all loved him reverently 
and devotedly. 

Dear Mrs Stuart, you have lost a noble son, and your 
mother's heart cannot but bleed sorely. But know that he still 
dwells in our midst — his words and actions are shaping 
our lives, and with God's blessing, enabling us to reach 
the standard of a perfected humanity. His death is (Jod's 
way of quickening the life that slumbers in many of our 
hearts. 

I know not with what words of mine to console you, but 
God knows, and to Him let all be left Pray accept this 
imperfect and fragmentary tribute to the goodness of your son. 
Believe also, that all the members of our family commend you 
and your afflicted husband to the Fatherhood of Him who 
" maketh all things work together for good to them who love 
Him." 

Believe me, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Lewis' Student-Friend, 

Alex. S. Brown. 
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(From his Com^nions in Gospd w&rk.) 

277 New City Road, 
Glasgow, 29th August 1880. 
Dear Mr and Mrs Stuart, 

We have received the painful intelligence of the death of 
our dear brother in the Lord, and fellow-worker ; and we, each 
and all, join in tendering our deepest sympathy to you, and each 
member of your mourning family. We most sincerely commend 
you to the God of all comfort, who knows your sorrows, and is 
able to sustain you under your sore bereavement You 
remember the promise, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be." 
(DeuL xxxiii. 25.) 

Have faith in God. " What thou knowest not now, thou 
shalt know hereafter." Do not despise the chastening of the 
Lord ; enquire what change he would have wrought in you and 
all your friends. Are there any who need to be awakened ? Let 
them listen to this solemn warning ; those who are still out- 
side^the'fold, let them hear the voice of the Lord in the text 
which our beloved brother spoke from at our last meeting : " Is 
it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold and see if there 
be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, 
wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce 
anger." (Lam. L 12.) Your son, though dead, yet speaketh. 
To you he says, — " Lean on the Beloved as you come up out 
of the wilderness." " The Lord doth not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the children of mea" (Lam. iil 33.) 
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"Affliction, when it spreads around, 
May seem a field of woe ; 
Yet there, at last, the happy fruits 
Of righteousness shall grow." 

That the Divine blessing may reist upon and abide with you 
all, is our sincere wish and earnest prayer. 

We remain, yours, 
" Till the day break and the shadows flee away." 

(Signed) Donald Cameron, 

Catherine Cameron, 
Mary Ann Munro, 
Thomasine Groves, 

DOUGALD M'CaLLUM, 

James M*Donald, 
David W. Macleod, 
Jno. Stevenson, 
R. G. MuNSiE, 
Robert EIennedv, 
Workers together at the Sabbath evening evangefolic 

meeting in the open air. 

JP.S. — ^We feel assured that the five students, who with Lewis 
and ourselves took part in this work, but who are now scattered 
throughout the country during the vacation, join with us in this 
expression of sympathy. 
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Glasgow, 3otii August 1880. 

It was with deep legiet that tbe nieiiibeis of oar Assodation 
beard the iiitel%ence of the death o£ your son, and oar beloved 
friend, Lewis, whom we all r^aided as one of the most 
^iritually-minded and promising of oar nomber. 

At our meeting on Sabbath meaning, the deepest sympathy 
was manifested for yon and the near relatives who have lost one 
so much to be loved ; and the members present desired that 
their heartfelt sympathy might be conveyed to you. 

We felt our own loss to be great, and found it hard to realise 
that his bright £ice and earnest words and prayers would no 
more refresh our hearts ; but we know that to you the loss would 
be infinitely greater. 

We cannot forbear to add our testimony to our dear friend's 
readiness for the sudden call which has been sent to him; 
indeed* it has seemed to us that we could plainly discern his 
ripening for glory. We are assured that he has only changed 
communion with a Savioiu* ''whom, having not seen, he loved," 
for unbroken fellowship with a Saviour whom he now sees " fece 
to fece." If" the communion experienced on earth gives joy 
unspeakable, how shall we estimate the joy of the pure fellowship 
of Heaven ? 

While deeply sympathising with you, we are aware how little 
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human sympathy can avail in a trial so great ; and we desire to 
commend you to " the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 
who comforteth us in all our tribulation/' and to Jesus, our 
great High Priest, whose office it is to bind up the broken 
heart, and comfort the mourners in Zion. 

Believe me. 
In the name of the Association, 
Yours most sincerely, 

James M'Omish, President 



(From Mr Jdntcs McUn^ M,A.) 

Clifton, Bristol, 
2nd September 1880. 
My dear Sir, 

Permit one who is little more than a stranger to express 
his heartfelt sympathy with you and your family in your present 
affliction. I do not expect to lessen the sorrow which has been 
]»:ought to you by the loss of one so dear ; still I feel it to be 
my duty to let you, his father, know that your son's most 
unexpected death has brought grief to the hearts of many who 
aie personally unknown to you. All the young men connected 
with the Finnieston Free Church, and many others, will miss 
him greatly. For myself, I feel that I have lost a brother, and 
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I can hardly get myself to believe that I shall see him here no 
more. 

I have been late in receiving the news of dear Lewis' death, 
as for the last fortnight I have been travelling in Wales. The 
only notice I saw was in a Glasgow newspaper, and I am still 
ignorant of all the particulars. 

My dear sir, I hope that God has been giving you and your 
wife and fsjnily strength to endure with meekness this great 
affliction. Your loss is great, and few know this as I do ; for 
perhaps no one knew your son so weU. On the other hand, 
your consolation is such as is granted to few parents. 

It was the will of God that your son and I should be thrown 
more or less together from the day on which he left your roof 
till six weeks ago, when I left Glasgow for England. I was 
working in the Observatory when he came to it, and I soon 
came to love him for his uprightness and quiet kindly ways. 
But it pleased God ere long to bind us together in a union 
deeper and more lasting than common earthly friendship. 
Louie (for that is the name we always gave him) became a 
believer. He used to say in after-days, that words of mine had 
been blessed towards his conversion. If this were so, the 
glory is God's. I mention the matter only because I think it 
was this belief of his more than anything else that knit us so 
closely together. There was of course besides this the feet that 
I was a few years his senior, and was well nigh through the 
course of study and the struggle which he was just entering. 
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In this way he became to me like a younger brother. He 
thought fit sometimes to lean on me for guidance and advice, 
while I watched with joy the rapid growth both of his 
intelligence and of his piety. In him indeed intelligence and 
piety grew together. His studies seemed to bring him nearer 
God. 

His mind was clear, accurate, shrewd; his disposition 
cheerful, gentle, considerate. In himself and his ways he was 
most gentlemanly. Whatever he did he did with diligence and 
thoroughness. The work he did in the Observatory together 
with his own studies, was out of all proportion to his physical 
strength. He took a high place in all his classes, yet one felt 
that his abilities and diligence would have placed him much 
higher if he had had the advantages that the majority of his 
fellow-students have. 

Pleasing as it was to notice the advancement he made in his 
studies, it was still more pleasing to see how he ripened in 
holiness. He was not fitful in his religion. From the first 
there was a steady progress ; but his advancement within the 
last year of his short life was too apparent to escape the notice 
of those who were intimate with him. More than once have I 
remarked this to my own brother at a time when we little 
thought that he was so near the end of his journey. Many a 
time, too, have I felt reproved at seeing one younger in the 
faith so far outstrip me in the Christian race. 

He was in truth a lover of the New Testament He really 
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fed on the Word. It was this which made his piety so steady 
and intelligent Besides the Bible, the only other book which 
seemed to influence him greatly was the ^'Life of Henry 
Martyn." It is about a year and a half since he read this 
inspiring record of a most Christlike life, and its quickening 
influence was apparent on him to the last This book, however, 
and even the Bible itself, were but the channels through which 
the oil came which made his lamp bum so brightly and so 
steadily. The source was Christ Himself, with whom he 
seemed to live in unbroken communion. 

He did not (as Christian students too often do) put off all 
work for the salvation of others till his course of study should 
come to an end. Never neglecting his studies, he yet found 
time for Christian work in the mission hall, the kitchen, and the 
street Many a time have I given him a brotherly warning 
against his doing too much of this kind of work. The open air 
work especially seemed quite unsuited to his weakly constitution. 
He however thought it to be his duty, and so I had to be silent 

I might say much more about what I found him to be, but I 
refrain. Let me only say, that in looking back over all my 
intercourse with him, he seems to me the purest, saintliest, 
hopefullest young believer that I have yet been privileged to 
know. 

We sometimes speak of him as lost to us. He is not lost 
but found. We speak of his departure as death. It is not 
death, but life to him. What has happened is only this— a mys- 



LETTERS OF CONDOLENCE. Ill 

terious veil has suddenly dropped and hid him from our view. 
For a little we are deprived of his fellowship, and for this we 
mourn. We mourn, too, that one so full of promise, so well 
fitted for the Master's service, should be cut off at the very 
threshold of the work. But there is a service above, and he 
was needed for it Here, he had a strong desire to serve God, 
and his mind was full of plans of usefulness. Be sure he will 
now find that desire fiilly satisfied, and those plans more than 
realised. It is for us to treasure in our hearts his fair example, 
and to endeavour to realise it in our lives. 

" The night is far spent and the day is at hand." In the 
morning ^e will see 

'* Those bright faces smile, 
Which we have loved long since and lost awhile." 

Believe me, 

My dear Sir, 

Yours in deepest sympathy, 

James Main. 

(From The Glasgow UnivcrsUy Total Abstinence Society,) 

45 Buccleuch Street, 

Glasgow, 24th Nov. 1880. 
Mr Stuart, 

Aberlour. 
Dear Sir, 

As Secretary of the Glasgow University Total 

Abstinence Society, I have been instructed to send you a copy 
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of a motion passed at the first meeting of the session. It runs 
as follows : — 

"That this Society having heard with deep regret of the 
death by drowning of Lewis S. Stuart, one of the members of 
its committee, desires to record in the minutes its sense of the 
loss it has sustained through the sad occuirence; and also 
agrees to send an extract from this minute to his parents and 
friends with an expression of deep sympathy with them in their 
painful bereavement" 

For myself, I may say that I was personally acquainted with 

your son, and the more I saw of him the more I admired him. 

No one could cpme in contact with him without feeling that he 

was an earnest and devoted young man. It was with the 

deepest sorrow that I read of his untimely death in the news- 

papers, and the suddenness of his call home. I felt it to be a 

solemn warning to be ready to meet death whenever it may 

come. To us it seems strange that he should have been cut 

own at the beginning of his career, but we must submit to the 

call d^J^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^'^ ^°"^' ^^ ^ Father 
ed him to Himself, to reap the rewards promised to His own. 

o not know how m^y of his relatives may be aUve, but I 
oeg you to accept for all of them my heartfelt sympathy. 

Yours very sincerely, 

WiLUAM Roxburgh, 
Secy. 



Sonnets* 



ON THE DEATH OF LEWIS S. STUART. 

/^H ! hath thy gentle spirit fled away? 

^^ Oh ! art thou gone, my brother ? " Gone, gone," replies 

The absent beauty of thy beaming eyes ; 
" Gone, gone," cold lips and icy hands now say. 
Laid low to mingle with their kindred clay ; 

" Gone, gone," in sorrow deep a father sighs ; 

" Ah ! is he gone ? " a yearning mother cries — 
" My son, the best, unthought of was the day 
That tore thee from my gaze, and fond embrace ; 

Can'st thou be gone, my Christlike one, my flow'r 
Who grew so lovely in the Saviour's grace ? 

Who bloomed so sweetly in the Saviour's bow'r ? 
Ah ! thou art gone ; but tell me, where, oh ! where ? 
To Jesus, home, home to thy mansion fair." 
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ASLEEP IN JESUS. 

A SLEEP in Jesus ! anguish at an end, 
•^^ Death's river past, all toil and conflicts o'er, 

In glory safe, now safe for evermore ; 
Asleep in Jesus ! gone with Him to spend 
Eternity. O Lord ! my soul defend 

From ill, and from the Tempter's cunning core. 

Until I reach the ever-radiant shore, 
Where sorrow ne'er shall fill the heart, nor rend 
The soul redeemed Asleep in Jesus ! soimd 

Within the arms of His unchanging love ; 
Worms may devour the flesh, while in the ground 

It crumbles, but the soul is safe above — 
Free from the power of sin, and artful guile. 
Free from the vain world's frown and Tempter's smile. 



The Lord be pleased to accept these Memorials, 
and make them heart-refreshing and soul-convert- 
ing to many! To the Creator, Saviour, and 
Sustainer of our departed friend — the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost — be ascribed all the glory of his 
life, now and ever. Amen. 
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 
" Tbis is an exceedingly neat and handsomely-printed volmne, containing 
a creditable selection of verses by a young student. The " first step in life *' 
of a yotmg poet is generally criticised in a spirit of kindness not generally 
indulged in Tvhen attempts are more ambitious/ and maturer years have 
come ; but in Mr Liyingstone's case any affectation of this kind is qtiite 
uncalled for. His yerses can stand on their own merits, and bear honest 
criticism. " Scotland, I love thee," " The Sabbath bells," " Dear Cartha " 
with its " green grassy banks, and its flowerets so gay." ''Summer Mom," 
and "Summer Eve," "Mother's knee," and kindred other pieces are 
creditable specimens of the poems. The h3rmns are of a devotional cast 
throughout."— PatfZ^ and BenfrtwsM/rt Gazette, 

"Though evidently from a juvenile hand, these Poems and Hjrmns 

exhibit, nevertheless, a simplicity and earnestness that are pleasing. The 

author very justly inveighs against the drinking customs of our land, and 

paints in the " Drunkard's Home " some of the sorrows which flow from this 

prolific source. The Hymns form the best part of the volume, as here the 

author manifestly speaks from personal experience. This may be taken as a 

spedmen: — 

* Oh ! shall I ever wing my flight 

To mansions up on high. 
Where not a pang shall pierce the heart, 

Nor tear-drops dim the eye ; 
Where Jesns in His glory dwells 

The holy Prince of Peace, 
Where spotless angels sing His praise, 

In songs which never cease.' " 
•^The Young MetCe Chrietian Magazim. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

" Bfr tiiWiigstoiiJe, in his introdiictioii layB, in lending forth his book upon 
the lea of life, he is well aware that nothhig will be found in its pages to 
startle the Uteraiy w<»'Id, but should it be able to take its place in the outer 
circle of minor poetry, his eipectations will be realiwd. There is little fear 
but that hismodest hopes will be more than fulfilled. Among the fifty-seyen 
poems and hymns which go to make np the Tolnme, yery few will be clawied 
under medium, while most of the pieces may be descnbed as of a very hii^i 
order. Bfr liyingstone ii little more than out of his teens, and it is to be 
hoped the taste and genius displayed in this his first ydume will find anqple 
reward in the appreciation of a critical pubUc" — Watem OazeUe, 

" The author has shown delicate discriminating taste by giying the fitHa 
piece "Mother^s Knee" the first place. We haye not space to quote it at 
length, but the first yerse is yery sweet : 

* Sitting by tbe bunlng emben, 

Musing on the past, 
SliadowB peas before my Tisioii, 

Fleeting onwanl fast ; 
One is there whidi seeniB to linger, 

Oh ! how dear to me, 
Tis a young diild bending, praying 

At a mother's knee.' " 

-ArdnMon and SdUeoatt Herald, 
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